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ABOUT MISAKI'S JOURNAL

We decided to create Japanese Graded Readers for the Novice
High/Intermediate Low range because at present time, there are not
sufficient learning resources available for these levels. A Graded Reader is
short book or piece of writing created for language learners. For our
Graded Reader format, we chose to write journal entries from the
perspective of a Japanese high schooler. A journal entry allows for a variety
of level appropriate grammar, colloquial language, and a more
relatable experience through a first person perspective. Our Reader
contains eight journal entries written by our character Misaki Kondo. Each
entry is focused on a ditferent event or holiday in Japan. Photographs and
authentic-like materials are provided for every entry which enables readers
to learn and engage with aspects of Japanese culture. Authentic-like

materials will be items such as £ < U, a yearly fortune from a shrine, and

a chocolate recipe. Alongside the journal, a Teacher's Notebook will be
included. This is so the Reader can be used in a classroom setting. The
Notebook will be a guide for the journal with character descriptions,
grammar explanations, etc.

Our ultimate goal for upcoming semesters is to have three different levels of
Graded Readers. Each Reader will tollow a different character from a
different region of Japan. We hope to have a digital copy and a physical
copy of all these journals with the materials.

Deana, Theadora, and Grace




I can compare and contrast New Years between my own culture and Japan.
I can understand direct and indirect quotations.
I can understand why Misak1 started writing in a journal.
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T can understand what Misaki 1s making for Valentine' s Day.
T can understand who Misaki wants to give the Valentine' s Day gift and who
she’ s actually giving 1t to.
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I can follow what Misak1 did on her b4irthday.
I can understand where Misak1 traveled to and what she did there.
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I can 1dentify where Misak1 and her family went for Golden Week.
T can talk about a trip I ve taken in the past.
T can make comparisons between my own culture’ s and Japanese holidays.
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I can understand who Misak1 1s purchasing gifts for and why.
I can dectde what to purchase for people close to me on spectal events.
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I can 1dent1fy how Misak1 interacts with other characters.
In my own and Japanese culture, I can understand the r1tuals and
ceremonties that honor the passing of relatives.
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I can 1dent1fy the appropriate apparel to wear for shrine events.
T can compare my own culture s childhood milestones with Japan’s.
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I can understand Christmas customs 1n Japan.
T can identify the main events of Misaki’ s 2019.
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