
Richard Knecht, M.S., is a consultant and trainer working with state agencies, counties, and 
community-based agencies, to design and implement Katie A., Continuum of Care Reform 
(CCR) and related reform efforts. He recently served as the state's first transformation manager, 
supporting Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) and California Department of Social 
Services (CDSS) in building collaborative and shared process, designing effective community 
centered services, and in better engaging youth and families served by those systems. Knecht 
served for 10 years as Placer County's director of Children's System of Care, and has worked 
with youth and families for more than 27 years in government, for-profit, and non-profit 
organizations. He co-authored the 2002 publication, “Family-Works: Integrating Family in 
Residential Treatment.” He is past board chair at iFoster, the nation's online resource portal for 
kinship and foster caregivers. 


