Professor Name
ENG 151

Spring, 2019
 Analytical Research Essay

??% of final grade

7-10 pages, double-spaced

For this assignment, you will draw on the analytical and writing skills you’ve been developing through each of your previous assignments and engage in academic research practices in order to investigate in more depth some aspect (your choice) of the course theme that you would like to understand more fully. 

For this research paper, you will locate and utilize at least 4 sources using the CSI library research databases. (The goal here will be to ensure you find relevant, credible, reliable, and current research.)
You can select any research topic that will expand your knowledge about any of the subjects we’ve been discussing this semester. We will brainstorm example topic ideas as a class.

Be sure you are making an original claim in your paper—not simply restating other people’s research or conventional wisdom.  The goal of the research paper is NOT to simply present research or report what others have said about your topic.  Instead, you must analyze your topic, using your research to support your claims. What are you adding to the conversation on this topic? Imperative for this assignment will be for you to address the “So What?” question. Why might your research and your analysis be important or significant for a public readership?  

ESSAY FORMAT: double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, standard 1-inch margins; your name, instructor’s name, the class (English 151), and the date should appear in the upper left corner of the first page; pages should be numbered. 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

A strong Analytical Research Essay will…

· Informatively and engagingly introduce a topic 
· Develop a clear thesis that answers a well crafted research question.

· Contain a clear, well-researched analysis of an issue related to the course theme

· Provide evidence that you have read and interpreted the sources fairly, accurately, and can point to (cite) specific claims within the texts
· Include a conclusion that moves beyond rudimentary statements of argument and reiterations of main points

· Progress logically and smoothly with appropriate transitions indicating connections between ideas

· Make appropriate use of sentence structure, word choice, grammar, spelling, and punctuation that enables rather than hinders clear and effective communication

· Demonstrate some progress in writing style by employing some of the stylistic techniques we’ve covered in class this semester

· Document and integrate source material correctly and effectively both in the essay and in the Works Cited.  

· Meet the 7-10 page minimum length requirement  
