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Part II – The Annotated Bibliography

Writing an annotated bibliography prepares you well for your research project. Just collecting sources for a bibliography is useful, but when you have to write annotations for each source, you're forced to read your sources more carefully and more critically. Writing an annotated bibliography can help you gain an informed perspective on what others have said about your topic. By reading and responding to a variety of sources on a topic, you'll start to see what the issues are, what people are arguing about, and you'll then be able to develop your own point of view.

To get you started on your research and prepared to write your final essay of the semester, the Analytical Research Essay, you will find and annotate a minimum of 3 sources.  Your sources should be reliable, credible, and relevant.

To write an annotation, you need to first read your source carefully. Your bibliography should start with a properly formatted MLA heading and should be titled Annotated Bibliography, and the title should be followed by your research question. Your annotations should come after this research question.  Each of your source annotations should contain the following four parts:

· Citation

Write out in MLA format the bibliographic citation for your source (just like if you were citing the source in a Works Cited).  For help writing the citations see handout on BB.

· Summary

Then, in one paragraph, summarize the source.  Tell your readers (myself and the class) what the source is about and what the author(s) argue, and highlight the significant evidence and/or examples they provide.  

· Evaluation

In a second paragraph, evaluate the source and its relevance to your paper topic.  This means that you should provide some critical analysis of the author’s argument, claims, evidence, and examples. Is the information reliable? Is the source biased or objective? Is the argument well supported?

· Reflection

Finally, discuss what contribution this source will make to your research paper. How will this source be helpful to you? How will it shape your argument?

Your annotated bibliography should be typed, double-spaced, with 12 pt. Times New Roman font and 1” margins, and use Standard Written English. 

GRADING CRITERIA: 
A strong annotated proposal/bibliography will 

· Be formatted appropriately.

· Contain the research question and thesis guiding the research paper.

· Contain MLA-formatted bibliographic citations for three sources.
· Summarize clearly and concisely each source.

· Evaluate each source’s argument, claims, evidence, and examples.

· Reflect clearly on each source’s relevance to the research paper.

· Make appropriate use of sentence structure, word choice, grammar, spelling, and punctuation that enables rather than hinders clear and effective communication. 

