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Building on your critical thinking and writing skills, in this essay, using reasoning and evidence, take a definitive stand on a controversial or debatable issue relative to the course theme. For this essay, you will explore two sides of a topic and prove why one side or position is best.  Research both sides of your topic thoroughly in order to show balance in your argument rather than bias. As you acknowledge the counter arguments to your position, carefully disprove them.  Challenge yourself in this essay to fully develop your argument and your ideas and push yourself to experiment with and advance your writing style.   

ESSAY REQUIREMENTS:


Introduce the issue.  Begin your essay by introducing what specific issue you have selected to discuss. Be sure to introduce the issue in your introduction in a way that interests and engages your readers. Think about how you can make the issue seem relevant and significant for your audience. 

Position Yourself.  Research both sides/positions of your topic thoroughly. Incorporate at least three sources from the CSI database. Even if you know what side you want to argue, research can give you ideas for counter arguments. Counter arguments make sure your essay is balanced, not biased.  Develop a working thesis by clearly stating your position on the issue and summarizing your argument’s main reasons in one sentence.

Document and integrate your sources according to MLA guidelines.  Now that we have discussed how to incorporate and document sources properly in your writing, you should document any material that you paraphrase, summarize, and/or quote.  You should also have a proper Works Cited entry for both sources at the end of your essay.  You can find MLA guidelines for in-text citations and Works Cited entries at Purdueowl.com
GRADING CRITERIA  
A strong essay will…

· Introduce the topic your essay will be speaking to.

· Develop a clear thesis that the clearly states your position on the issue and summarizes your reasons

· Contain a clear, well-supported argument about your own view of the issue at hand and states the counter arguments as well

· Include an engaging and thoughtful introduction and conclusion that move beyond rudimentary statements of argument and reiterations of main points.

· Progress logically and smoothly with appropriate transitions indicating connections between ideas.

· Make appropriate use of sentence structure, word choice, grammar, spelling, and punctuation that enables rather than hinders clear and effective communication. 

· Document and integrate source material correctly and effectively both in the essay and in the Works Cited.

· Show significant revision of ideas, language, and style from first to final draft.

· Meet the minimum page requirement of 4-5 pages.  

DUE DATES
See the daily schedule online for due dates of drafts.

ESSAY FORMAT: double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, standard 1-inch margins; your name, instructor’s name, the class (English 111), and the date should appear in the upper left corner of the first page; pages should be numbered. 

