Openness is the Opposite of Selfishness.   

This “fact sheet” is based upon David Wiley’s video – “TEDxNYED – David Wiley – 03/06/10”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=10&v=Rb0syrgsH6M
-- and this other little one - “Why Open Education Matters”:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=95&v=gJWbVt2Nc-I
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The term “open content” describes any copyrightable work (traditionally excluding software, which is described by other terms like “open source”) that is licensed in a manner that provides users with free and perpetual permission to engage in the 5R activities:

1. Retain – the right to make, own, and control copies of the content (e.g., download, duplicate, store, and manage)

2. Reuse – the right to use the content in a wide range of ways (e.g., in a class, in a study group, on a website, in a video)

3. Revise – the right to adapt, adjust, modify, or alter the content itself (e.g., translate the content into another language)

4. Remix – the right to combine the original or revised content with other open content to create something new (e.g., incorporate the content into a mashup)

5. Redistribute – the right to share copies of the original content, your revisions, or your remixes with others (e.g., give a copy of the content to a friend)

The points below are taken directly from the video:

** The more open we are, the better education will be.

** Openness – Generous, Sharing, Giving.

** Society’s Siren Song – Be selfish, sue each other.  It’s legal; it’s OK.

** Openness is the only means of doing education.

** If there is no sharing, there is no education.

** The best educators share the most completely with the most students.

** With technology we can give without “giving away” without losing it.

** We can share as never before.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Editorial comments from me, Dan Suttin:  

This video got me thinking about other real life applications of the “Openness” philosophy.  For example, - Immigration. 

On one end of the continuum we have: “Give me your tired and your poor” and granting asylum for refugees.  On the other end, we have: “Merit based” “America First”

And then there was the “Marshall Plan” - an American initiative to aid Western Europe, in which the United States gave over $12 billion (nearly $100 billion in 2016 US dollars) in economic assistance to help rebuild Western European economies after the end of World War II.

Another Thought:  When I give my presentations at my “OCTA-TETRA Museum,”- http://tinyurl.com/jjhrs78 - I impress on the kids how much of an advantage they have to live in the "Information Age".  I wear a tee-shirt with a picture of Einstein saying, "Imagination is More Important than Knowledge."  I ask how do we know if he really said that, and they reply, "Google".  Then I ask, "How would I find out in 1957 when I was in the 8th grade?"  And we finally decide to go to the library, go to the card catalog, go to the shelf, and find out that the book is not there, and that there is a waiting list of 6 weeks."  That parallels a bit David Wiley's comparing the internet against Gutenberg's Bible or printed texts in general.  
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