Level of Care – Case Scenario
Protective Issue: 
Jacob (15), Evelyn (9), and Marcos (2) were removed from their mother, Diana, on 8/17/17. All three youths were removed from the mother by law enforcement after all three children witnessed a severe domestic violence incident between the mother and her partner, David, in which David struck Diana in the face with a bottle and was reported to have choked her on the couch until she lost consciousness. Jacob attempted to intervene to protect his mother, and David punched Jacob in the face, causing his right check to be bruised and swollen. Neighbors called the police, and upon their arrival, the police found the mother with a swollen eye and welts on both sides of her neck. Police also found dozens of empty and half-empty beer bottles in the living room. The house was unkempt with pet feces in the carpet, minimal food, and dirty diapers overflowing in the trash. David appeared heavily intoxicated and was arrested and detained for public intoxication and corporal injury to a spouse. Diana was also intoxicated. Therefore, the children were taken into police custody and placed in foster care.  
Information About the Children:  
Jacob (15) was placed in the resource family home of Linda and Luke Johnson on 8/17/17. Jacob presents as well dressed, well groomed, and he is shy and soft spoken. Jacob was asked by his parents to care for his siblings and reports that he has been primarily responsible for cooking meals, cleaning, doing laundry, and he reports that he takes the city bus to school every day. Family members describe Jacob as “kind and very responsible. He has done everything for Evelyn and Marcos. He loves them very much.” Jacob is reported to have a severe stutter, for which he attends weekly speech therapy at school. Diana reports that Jacob has a severe learning disability (dyslexia). He has an active Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) for his speech and learning disabilities. Jacob tries hard in school, but he is currently getting D’s and F’s in all of his classes. He receives tutoring at school daily and spends 2-3 hours per night to complete his homework. Jacob says he would have liked to have had more help on his homework while with his parents, but his mom and dad were “too busy fighting” to help him. Jacob recently served a 3-day suspension for cussing at a teacher after being asked why he had not turned in his assignments. Jacob, until recently, had been attending weekly therapy to address anxiety and depression. He was referred to therapy after telling his teacher he was overwhelmed and wanted to hurt himself, and was evaluated for psychiatric hospitalization on 7/14/17. He is currently prescribed Lexapro (taken daily) to help with depression and mood instability. After the removal, Jacob has become more irritable and withdrawn. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson report Jacob has periods of time when he is more irritable (e.g. yells, cusses, slams doors) when he is not able to see or talk to his siblings. During his recent medical/dental check-ups, Jacob was found to be generally very healthy with no diagnosed health conditions. His dental check-up revealed no cavities. Jacob states he was a part of a local church youth group (meets weekly on Saturdays) near his family home and has requested that he be able to attend church on Sundays mornings and the youth group activities on Saturday afternoons. 
Evelyn (9) was placed in the resource family home of Sandra and Arturo Espinoza, Evelyn’s maternal aunt and uncle, on 8/17/17. Evelyn is playful, energetic, and very talkative. Mr. and Mrs. Espinoza report that Evelyn is “clingy” and cries and tantrums whenever she is separated from them. Mrs. Espinoza is a stay-at-home mother, and she reports that it often takes a few hours in the morning to get Evelyn ready for school because she cries and tantrums for approximately 45 minutes before eventually going to school. Mr. and Mrs. Espinoza report that Evelyn has night terrors approximately twice per week, and Mr. and Mrs. Espinoza report that they are often up for several hours during the middle of the night helping to comfort her until she is able to go back to sleep. Evelyn also wets the bed 4-5 times per week. They are in the process of having her seen by a doctor to rule out organic causes of the bedwetting. Mr. and Mrs. Espinoza report that they have to do laundry several times per week to assure Evelyn has clean bedsheets and clothing. The family participated in a Child and Family Team (CFT) meeting on 8/24/17 where it was determined that Evelyn would be referred to in-home behavioral services and weekly individual therapy with a licensed therapist to help stabilize Evelyn’s behavior. Mr. and Mrs. Espinoza agreed to meet with the therapist weekly to provide updates and participate in Evelyn’s treatment. Evelyn attends 4th grade, is very intelligent, and she has a very supportive teacher, Ms. Loomis. Ms. Loomis reports that Evelyn is eager to learn and does relatively well in school, so long as she has 1:1 support and attention in the classroom. Evelyn is easily distracted and often gets up in the middle of class to talk to other students, which is distracting to other children. Evelyn is easily redirected back to her work. Ms. Loomis reports that Evelyn is approximately two (2) grade levels behind in reading and math and could use some extra support at home to help her with her skills. She recommends working in a workbook for a few hours every night to help her with reading and math. Evelyn has been diagnosed with juvenile onset diabetes, and she sees an endocrinologist every three months. She receives blood sugar checks and insulin shots before every meal (3 times per day). During school days, the insulin shot for lunch is given by the school nurse. 
Marcos (2) was placed in the resource family home of Darren and Lisa Wilson on 8/17/17. Marcos is a happy, smart, and physically active child who is meeting or exceeding all developmental milestones. Marcos is able to walk, climb stairs, and has a very large vocabulary for a child of his age. Marcos is well mannered and has a gentle disposition. He has periodic tantrums when he does not get what he wants, but Mr. and Mrs. Wilson report that the tantrums are “normal for his age.” Mr. and Mrs. Wilson report that Marcos is enrolled in daycare, which he attends four days out of the week. The daycare reports that Marcos is friendly, generally shares well with the other children, and is mostly well-behaved during the day. Marcos was taken for his well-child check up on 8/20/17, and he was found to be in good health. Marcos was slightly behind on immunizations, but he was brought to current at this appointment. 

Visitation:
The Court has ordered the following visitation plan for the family:

· One visit for all three youths with the mother and father (to be held separately on separate days due to a criminal protective order in place). 

· One additional sibling visit per week for Jacob, Evelyn, and Marcos. All three caregivers have agreed to conduct the sibling visits on Saturdays at a park or Chuck-E-Cheese. 
Jacob has additionally requested to be able to continue to attend his youth group which is approximately a 20-minute drive from his current placement. 

