
School Librarians Advancing STEM Learning (SLASL) 
2017 Cohorts

Selecting Text Sets

ISKME 2017:



What is the School Librarians Advancing STEM 
Learning Project? 
A project, funded by a 

federal IMLS grant, to 

elevate and expand the role 

of school librarians by 

building their capacity as 

instructional leaders and 

partners to advance STEM 

learning

[insert image]



SLASL Leadership and Practice Rubric
How is your SL a key partner in building your text set?

https://www.oercommons.org/authoring/19720-slasl-leadership-and-practice-rubric/view


The Role of The Anchor Text in the SLASL project

The Anchor Text should 

● teach content

● inspire inquiry

● be appropriately complex

● be relevant to students’ lives

● have scaffolding opportunities

● be OER

https://pixabay.com/en/photos/anchor/
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The Role of The Anchor Text in the SLASL project

The Anchor Text should 

challenge your students’ 

reading abilities. The text 

you choose should be 

appropriately complex. 

https://pixabay.com/en/cactus-eyes-book-pot-reading-1059633/

https://pixabay.com/en/cactus-eyes-book-pot-reading-1059633/
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The Role of The Anchor Text in the SLASL project

The Anchor Text should be 

worthy of multiple reads. 

The text you choose should 

be meaningful and relevant 

to students’ lives.

https://er.jsc.nasa.gov/seh/ricetalk.htm 

https://er.jsc.nasa.gov/seh/ricetalk.htm
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The Role of The Anchor Text in the SLASL project

The Anchor Text should be 

accessible by ALL students. 

The text you choose should 

have opportunities for 

scaffolding.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chiang-Mai_Th
ailand_Workers-on-a-bamboo-scaffolding-01.jpg
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The Role of The Anchor Text in the SLASL project

The Anchor Text should be 

openly licensed. The text 

you choose should be an 

OER. It should carry an open 

license or be in the public 

domain.

Creatvie_commons_picture.png
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The Role of The Anchor Text in the SLASL project

Is this a high quality anchor 

text?

Scorpion venom is toxic to 

cancer cells.

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/05/15
0527091547.htm
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The Role of The Anchor Text in the SLASL project



The Role of The Anchor Text in the SLASL project

Literacy standard: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.9-10.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning 
and evidence in a text support the author's claim or a recommendation for solving a scientific 
or technical problem.

“identified a "possible" toxic effect against cancer cells, reveals a scientific study.”
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The Role of The Anchor Text in the SLASL project



The Role of The Anchor Text in the SLASL project

What are the initial licensing rights to this document and why do you feel 
it can be considered open license?

https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://invdes.com.mx/&prev=search 

https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://invdes.com.mx/&prev=search
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://invdes.com.mx/&prev=search


Building a Text Set

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FXe-h5upqCwkQHU3lCjwRbIp737optbV2EMR2pKmVXA/edit


Building a Text Set Collaboratively

The search for resources begins with a 
need/question.  What probing questions 
would you (the SL) ask a teacher in order 
to determine the best possible resources 
to meet this need/question?



Building a Text Set Collaboratively

What are your “go-to” places to look for 
resources?  For example, where would you 
start a search for science resources? For 
math resources? Do the STEM areas 
present unique issues for you as a curator?



Building a Text Set Collaboratively

When a teacher is looking for a text set of 
various resources about the same topic, 
what types of resources would you curate 
and why?



Building a Text Set Collaboratively

What are some of the challenges you have 
encountered when curating resources for 
different teachers?  What are the challenges 
you have encountered while curating OER 
resources for this project?  How do we 
overcome these challenges? 




