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1. Discuss	with	a	partner	how	you	are	advancing	
inquiry	in	your	work.

2. Use	the	post-its	to	sketch	an	image	of	what	it	
looks	like.
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Introductions

● Megan	Simmons,	Education	Program	Lead
● Letha	Goger,	Education	&	Library	Consultant
● Joanna	Schimizzi,	Project	STEM	Lead
● Pam	Harland,	Project	Fellow

ISKME	2016:

#SLASL
@iskme
@oercommons
@megsimmo
@lethanow

Institute for the Study of Knowledge 
Management in Education



About	ISKME	
Research,	tools	and	services	to	advance	teaching	and	learning

•Focused	on	improving	the	practice	of	continuous	learning,	
collaboration,	and	change	in	the	education	sector

•Developed	OER	Commons	(oercommons.org)	as	a	digital	public	library	
of	OER	and	a	collaboration	environment	to	support	curriculum	
improvement

•Infrastructure	leverages	best	practices	in	library	science	and	
interoperability
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Open	Educational	Resources	(OER)

Freely	available	teaching	and	learning	resources	that	reside	in	
the	public	domain	or	have	an	open	license that	allows	educators	
to	use,	share,	and	in	some	cases	remix to	best	meet	their	needs.	
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How	do	OER	add	value?

OER	present	a	shift	in	teaching	practice
and	offer	opportunities	for	educators
to	expand	our	roles	as	collaborators,	curators,
instructional	designers,	and	leaders
in	our	local	education	communities	and	beyond.
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What is Open Education Practice?

•Collaboration: brainstorm	innovative	ideas,	contribute	our	resources	
and	best	practices,	get	and	give	feedback,	reflect	and	share	our	
successes	and	challenges	with	our	global	community

•Curation:	identify,	evaluate,	organize,	and	share	resources	that	meet	
our	learning	goals

•Design:	support	personalized	learning	and	continuous	improvement	by	
utilizing	authoring	templates	and	planning	tools	to	think	deeply	about	
how	we	design	resources	to	meet	the	unique	needs	of	our	learners,	and	
reflect	and	refine	resources

•Leadership:	present,	train,	and	share	with	others	to	build	awareness	
and	advocacy





• Expertly curated collections from over 400 content providers, over 
65,000 resources

• Structured index for searching standards-aligned content (i.e., various 
state standards, CCSS, NGSS)

• Custom technical web infrastructure and supports for educators at all 
levels

• Integration with state and local LMS’s and processes
• Steward of the National Science Digital Library (NSDL) since 2014

OER	Commons	Digital	Public	Library

Mature	platform	leverages	best	
practices	in	library	science,	tagging	
and	schema	protocols,	metadata	
standards	and	interoperability



School	Librarians	Advancing	STEM	Learning

A	project	to	elevate	and	
expand	the	role	of	school	
librarians	by	building	their	
capacity	as	instructional	
leaders	and	partners	to	
advance	STEM	learning

[insert	image]

#SLASL
@iskme
@oercommons

IMLS-Supported	Project

www.oercommons.org/hubs/imls/



• Expand	traditional	roles	of	librarians	and	educators	across	
discipline

• Understand	and	experience	potential	of	open	educational	
resources	(OER)	and	shared	digital	library

• Build	community	of	practice	around	inquiry,	instructional	
shifts,	and	advancing	school	librarianship

• Focus	on	inquiry	and	literacy	across	subjects	and	across	
STEM

• Model	collaboration	and	leadership

Librarians	as	Partners	in	Practice

SLASL	Project	Goals



Cross-Disciplinary	Inquiry,	Critical	Thinking



You won’t be able to read this right now, but you’ll get the idea!!!



What	does	it	look	like?



Essential Questions

Essential	Questions	as	Impetus	for	Inquiry
Questions	lie	at	the	heart	of	all	inquiry.



Example:	Biology	Unit	on	Plant	Genetics

Essential Question Frame:

“What areas of GMO 
engineering would most 
benefit from additional 

research?”

SWBAT: 
•Identify how scientists genetically modify organisms by 
reading and annotating an article about GMOs.

•Analyze the impact of GMOs on human health and the 
environment by applying information and data from the texts.

•Evaluate claims of the benefit or negative impact of GMOs 
by using evidence from the texts.

•Create a scientific research proposal by using textual 
evidence, data and precise details from the article to write a 
grant proposal for increasing research around GMOs in an 
area they identify as important, using evidence from their 
text-based inquiry.

Summative Assessment: 
“Write a research proposal for increasing GMO research in an area you have 
identified as important from your inquiry. Discuss the science, provide evidence, 
and argue from a point of GMOs and human health, the environment, or economic 
impact." 







Project	Hub	on	OER	Commons
www.oercommons.org/hubs/imls/



Join	the	ALA	Group	on	OER	Commons

Sign	up	for	our	next	free	webinar	on	authoring	and	
remixing

Megan	Simmons
megan@iskme.org

Letha	Goger
lethagoger@gmail.com

Connect	With	Us!


