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Juvenile Justice: 101
The Court  Process

Cathy Roland, UC DAVIS Extension
Resource Center for Family‐Focused 

Practice
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History of Probation 

• 1841 – John Augustus, the “Father of Probation”

• Latin “probatio” ‐ period of proving or trial

• The most common form of  juvenile disposition
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How does a juvenile justice case get 
started?

Arresting police officer’s options

1. Release the youth

2. Write a citation

3. Transport youth to 
the local Detention 
Facility 
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Intake and Investigation

1. Release youth with a 
warning

2. Grant Informal 
Probation 

3. Submit to DA for 
filing   
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District Attorney files the petition

Youth may be released or remain in custody
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Petition Filing Deadlines

Felony time limits

Misdemeanors time 
limit

Or release from 
custody
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Detention Hearing

Placement ‐ Home vs 
Custody

What can happen

Right to attorney 
representation
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Detention Hearing – cont. 

Question Witnesses

Court presumes Guilt

Best Interest of youth
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Youth are detained in custody when…

Failure to obey

Severity of Offense

Protection of victim 
and/or community

Request a rehearing
9
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Jurisdiction Hearing

Do you understand the 
charges?

 True or Not True

 Judges Decision

Minor’s rights
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Dispositional Hearing

Judge considers:

How to protect 
community safety?

How to restore 
victim’s injury or loss?

What’s best for 
youth? 11

Judges’ Orders on behalf of youth:

Probation Supervision Options

Removed from home

Secure Facility

Maximum time
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Types of Probation & Wardship

Three types of Probation:

Voluntary without 
wardship W&I  654

Informal  W&I 725(a)  
without wardship 

Formal probation with 
wardship  725(b) or 602 
W&I
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What is W & I 790?

• Deferred Entry of 
Judgement – DEJ

• Age at time of Offense

• Felony Offense

• No Previous DEJ Grant

• Eligible Offenses Only

• Eligible for Probation

• Not previously declared a 
ward for a felony offense
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Probation Supervision

Judge will set:

 Terms and conditions of 
probation

 They can be strict, must 
give up some rights. 

 Conditions should be 
reasonable and applicable

 Best interest of the youth. 
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Juvenile Supervision Classification

Olivia, age 14, has been arrested for petty theft

Her mother has turned her in to the stores when 
she discovers stolen merchandise

Her parents have provided consequences for her 
behavior

Parents are cooperative with the PO department

Juvenile Supervision Classification

 Victor, age 16, originally adjudicated for VC 10851 
as a felony. 

 Subsequently he was recently arrested for violation 
of probation terms and detained in the county 
juvenile hall.

 The DPO plan is to recommend placement as his 
mother is unable to exercise supervision, care and 
control of the youth.

 Victor, has an active IEP, problematic school 
attendance
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Juvenile justice and a dependency case 
at the same time(“dual Status”)

Dependency Matters

 W&I Code 300

 Department of Children & 
Family Services

 Which agency can best serve 
youth

 Case suspended 

Juvenile Justice

 W&I Code 602

 Probation Department

 Which agency is best for 
youth & society’s protection

 Takes precedence 
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Those present in juvenile court

 Probation: Court officer for 
Probation 

District Attorney: People of 
California

Attorney: Youth

 Court: Judge, stenographer, 
court clerk, and bailiff
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After the Case is Over

Appeal

Ask to set aside order

More restrictive 
disposition 

 Request record sealing
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Juvenile & Adult Court Differences 

Juvenile Court

• Allegations found true or 
not true

• Minor

• Petition

• Record Sealing

Adult Criminal Court

• Proceedings determine 
guilt vs innocence

• Defendant

• Complaint

• Expungement
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Criminal Court differences cont.

Juvenile Court cont.

• No Bail

• No Jury Trial

• Sustained or not 
sustained

• Disposition 

Adult Court cont.

• Bail

• Right to Trial by Jury

• Guilty or not guilty

• Sentence
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When are youths treated as adults?

DA files in Adult Court

 Youth treated as an adult

 Sentencing, laws and 
procedures as an adult

 Judge may still decide on 
a juvenile disposition
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Fitness Hearing

Court considers:

 Sophistication of offense

 Rehabilitation prospects

 Past criminal history
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Fitness Hearing continued

 Past efforts at 
rehabilitation

 Seriousness of offense

 Fit or Unfit for Juvenile 
Court

 Writ to Court of Appeal
25

Probation Is ‐‐‐‐‐

 Court‐ordered

 In lieu of imprisonment

 Probationer must meet & 
agree to certain standards of 
conduct.
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Probation Department Responsibilities

 Reduce Recidivism

 Investigate & provide 
reports to court

Develop court 
dispositions

 Provide supervision & 
services to offenders
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Juvenile Supervision Classification

Matthew, age 16, has a history of property 
destructions and auto theft

Blew up a toilet at the school

Set a fire on a vacant lot

Mother is unable to control Matthew’s behavior

Whereabouts of father are unknown

28

Juvenile Supervision Classification

29

Mother reports to PO Susie, age 16, has been arrested for 
violation of H&S 11377.

Associates with drug using peers 

 Leaves home for extended periods of times without Mom's 
knowledge

Mother believes that Susie is having sex with others in exchange 
for drugs 

Mother reports to PO, her daughter is 2 months pregnant

Referral and Services

Broad range of services to include:

 Crime & Delinquency Prevention

Victim Restitution Program

 Community Service Programs

Multi‐agency collaboration 
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QUESTIONS ???????

31

Cathy Roland, 
Probation Specialist
UC Davis Extension 

Resource Center for Family‐Focused 
Practice

cdroland@ucdavis.edu
530‐754‐9138



 

Probation Acronyms 

 

CVC – California Vehicle Code 

PC – Penal Code 

H&S – Health & Safety Code 

W&I Welfare & Institutions Code  

CPOC – Chief Probation Officers of California 

CSEC – Commercially Sexually Exploited Children 

DPO – Deputy Probation Officer or PO – Probation Officer 

Minor – refers to a juvenile youth 

Ward or Wardship – youth who has been declared a ward of the court, they or their 
parents are unable to care for them and the court has assumed the responsibility for 
his/her well-being 

Dismiss & Discharge – youth’s probation supervision is ordered dismissed by the court 

Allegations sustained – charges are found to be true 

Fit & Proper – hearing to determine a minor’s fitness to stand trial in juvenile or adult 
court 

DJJ – Division of Juvenile Justice, formerly known as CYA California Youth Authority a 
facility for California’s youthful offenders up to the age of 25 who have the most serious 
criminal backgrounds and most intense treatment needs. 

 



 



 
 
This table shows you how Juvenile Justice Court is different from adult criminal court.  
 

  Criminal Court  Juvenile Justice Court 

What the 
proceedings are for 

To decide if someone is 
guilty or innocent. To 
punish guilty people 
and protect society. 

To decide if the charges in the petition are true. If there is an 
order that says the minor is a ward of the Court, this does not 
mean the minor is convicted of a crime. To keep and improve the 
minor’s wellbeing. To punish and hold the minor responsible and 
try to rehabilitate the minor. 

Person who is the 
subject of the 
proceedings 

Defendant Minor 

Paper that starts 
the case initiating 
the proceeding 

Complaint Petition 

First hearing Arraignment (for 
defendants who are in 
or out of custody) 

Detention hearing minor in custody (locked up) First jurisdiction 
hearing for minors not in custody. 

Bail Defendant might have 
to pay bail 

No bail 

Plea Bargaining Often done Not done very often 

Fact-finding Trial Jurisdiction hearing 

Right to jury trial Yes in many instances No 

Right to appointed 
counsel 

Yes, for defendants 
who can't pay (called 
indigent defendants) 

Yes, for minor’s who can’t pay or whose parents won’t or can’t 
pay 

Judgment Guilty or not guilty 
verdict 

The judge “sustains”, the petition, which means it’s true, or 
“doesn’t sustain” the petition. 

Outcome Sentence Disposition 

Incarceration There aren’t many 
resources to rehabilitate 
the people in jail 

There are many resources to rehabilitate the minors in detention 

Credit for time 
served in non-
secure or home 
detention 

Yes No 
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