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State and Federal Child Welfare Laws
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LEGISLATION

Title IV of the Social Security Act:

Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment ACT (CAPTA):
Adoption and Safety Families Act:

Reasonable Efforts:

Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act:

Multiethnic Placement Act:

Well-Being

Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008:
Indian Child Welfare Act:

Active Efforts:

10/2016

Page 1



Federal and State Child Welfare Laws elearning Guide

CALIFORNIA CHILD WELFARE LAWS AND PRACTICE

CANRA Terms and Definitions

Mandated Reporters:

Physical Injury PC § 11165.6:

Sexual Abuse and Exploitation PC § 11165.1:

Neglect/Severe Neglect PC § 11165.2:

Willful Harming and Endangering PC § 11165.3:

Unlawful Corporal Punishment PC § 11165.4

Serious Emotional Damage PC § 11166.05

Unfounded

Inconclusive

Substantiated

Don’t forget to consult with your supervisor about allegation conclusions.
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Welfare and Institutions Code § 300 Definitions:

WIC § 300 (a):

WIC § 300 (b)(1):

WIC § 300 (b)(2):

WIC § 300 (c):

WIC § 300 (d):

WIC § 300 (e):

WIC § 300 (f):

WIC § 300 (g):

WIC § 300 (h):

WIC & 300 (i):

WIC § 300 (j):
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LEGAL CONCEPTS IN CHILD WELFARE

Consent

Exigent Circumstances

Warrant/Court Order

You MUST have Consent, Exigent Circumstances, or a Warrant/Court Order BEFORE:

Best Interest of the Child

Parental Rights

Substantive Due Process

Procedural Due Process

Due Diligence

Your supervisor and/or county counsel can help clarify these concepts.
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INVESTIGATING ALLEGATIONS OF CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT

Assessing Referrals

Referral Outcomes using SDM®:

Immediate Response or 10-day Investigation?

During an investigation, you must have in-person contact with:

Can the child safely remain at home?

Removing a Child

If the child cannot safely remain at home, the child may be removed:

WIC § 306:

WIC § 305:

Consult your supervisor regarding your county’s policy
and procedure when working with law enforcement.

Well-Being

should guide your daily practice when working with families
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