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Voter Education | How to Use This Reader

The primary sources in this reader can 
be used for inquiry-based learning exercises 
and projects. Each document falls under the 
umbrella topic of voter education, and students 
are encouraged to annotate in the margins in order 
to support the development of document analysis 
and critical thinking skills. Suggested projects that 
make use of this reader’s primary sources are also 
included for the educator as a springboard for 
research-based projects. 

HOW 
TO USE 
THIS READER

3

This workshop presents selected primary sources from the 
Rockefeller Foundation holdings at the Rockefeller Archive 
Center. This collection is intended for use in facilitating a 
classroom exercise on the Rockefeller Foundation’s  
1933-1945 refugee scholar program. The exercise asks  
students to consider what foundations can do in times  
of global crisis by placing them in the role of Rockefeller  
Foundation (RF) program officers during World War II. As 
were the real program officers, students will be tasked with 
selecting a limited number of scholar applicants for aid in a 
life-threatening situation. Working in groups, students will 
read documents related to ten scholars who represent  
a variety of nationalities, backgrounds, and scholarly  
disciplines. Students will then select four candidates, and 
must be prepared to articulate the reasoning behind their 
decisions. This exercise enables students to imagine and 
grapple with the difficult choices RF officials had to make in 
one historical example of how foundation philanthropy has 
responded to humanitarian crisis. Students are encouraged 
to use this exercise as a springboard for further research 
into current scholar rescue initiatives, and/or policies  
and practices pertaining to refugees today.

HOW 
TO USE 
THIS WORKSHOP

Refugee Scholars | How to Use This Workshop
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Voter Education | Document Guide

1. Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911 
 Folder 996| Box 98 | Series 10 
 Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

DOCUMENT 
GUIDE

 2. Mary Garrett Hay to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, Oct. 4, 1915 
 Folder 997| Box 99 | Series 10 
 Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center  

3. Westchester League of Women Voters, “Facts for Voters,” 1957 
 Folder 88 | Box 14 | Series D 
  Office of the Messrs. Rockefeller records, Rockefeller Archive Center

4. Excerpt from “VEP Goals, Methods, Priorities for the 1980s,” Nov. 13, 1979 
 Box 2297 | RG 1 Projects | FA479

 Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center5. Voter Education Project, Press Release, February 6, 1985 
 Box R2379 | RG 1 Projects | FA479    
 Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

6. “Rock the Vote,” 2000 
 Box 191 | Series 9 | RG 4  
 Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

7

Refugee Scholars

Scholar 1: 
Marc Bloch

“Marc Bloch, Detail of Information,” 1940-1942  
Folder 550 | Box 48 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Arthur H. Cole to Joseph H. Willits, September 27, 1940 
Folder 550 | Box 48 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

Earl J. Hamilton to Joseph H. Willits, October 13, 1940  
Folder 550 | Box 48 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

Scholar 2: 
Warner F. Brook

“W.F. Brook, Detail of Information,” 1940-1945  
Folder 560 | Box 48 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Harlow Shapley to Alvin Johnson, August 1, 1940  
Folder 560 | Box 48 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
E.F. Bruck to Harlow Shapley, July 30, 1940,  
Folder 560 | Box 48 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

4
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6. “Rock the Vote,” 2000 
 Box 191 | Series 9 | RG 4  
 Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

7

Refugee Scholars

Scholar 3: 
Jose Castillejo

“Jose Castillejo, Detail of Information,” 1940-1941  
Folder 566 | Box 48 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Jose Castillejo, Curriculum Vitae, 1941 
Folder 566 | Box 48 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
M. Castillejo Statement on Jose Castillejo, September 18, 1940 
Folder 566 | Box 48 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Alvin Johnson to Thomas B. Appleget, September 23, 1940  
Folder 566 | Box 48 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

Scholar 4: 
Boris Ephrussi

“Boris Ephrussi, Detail of Information,” February 25, 1941  
Folder 575 | Box 49 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Frank Blair Hanson to R.A. Millikan, October 18, 1940 
Folder 575 | Box 49 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Frank Blair Hanson to J.T. Patterson, January 15, 1941 
Folder 575 | Box 49 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Warren Weaver Memo, November 29, 1940 
Folder 575 | Box 49 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
J.T. Patterson to Frank B. Hanson, January 23, 1941 
Folder 575 | Box 49 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
H.M. Miller, Jr. to Avra M. Warren, February 28, 1941 
Folder 575 | Box 49 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

5
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6. “Rock the Vote,” 2000 
 Box 191 | Series 9 | RG 4  
 Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

76

Refugee Scholars

Scholar 5: 
Emil J. Gumbel

Scholar 6: 
Antonin  
Haythum

“Emil J. Gumbel, Detail of Information,” 1940- 1947  
Folder 583 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Emil J. Gumbel, Curriculum Vitae, 1940- 1947  
Folder 583 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Albert Einstein to Alvin Johnson, August 7, 1940  
Folder 583 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Harold Hotelling to Alvin Johnson, August 7, 1940  
Folder 583 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Jerzy Neyman to Warren Weaver, Telegram,  
August 22, 1940 
Folder 583 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

“Antonin Heythum, Detail of Information,”  
1940-1942 
Folder 588 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Antonin and Charlotta Heythum  
to D.H. Stevens, July 3, 1940 
Folder 588 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
“Antonin Heythum Biography,” c. 1940  
Folder 588 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center



7

Voter Education | Document Guide

1. Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911 
 Folder 996| Box 98 | Series 10 
 Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

DOCUMENT 
GUIDE

 2. Mary Garrett Hay to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, Oct. 4, 1915 
 Folder 997| Box 99 | Series 10 
 Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center  

3. Westchester League of Women Voters, “Facts for Voters,” 1957 
 Folder 88 | Box 14 | Series D 
  Office of the Messrs. Rockefeller records, Rockefeller Archive Center

4. Excerpt from “VEP Goals, Methods, Priorities for the 1980s,” Nov. 13, 1979 
 Box 2297 | RG 1 Projects | FA479

 Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center5. Voter Education Project, Press Release, February 6, 1985 
 Box R2379 | RG 1 Projects | FA479    
 Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

6. “Rock the Vote,” 2000 
 Box 191 | Series 9 | RG 4  
 Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

7

Refugee Scholars

Scholar 7:  
Ernest  
Honigmann

“Ernest Honigmann, Detail of Information,” 1940-1941  
Folder 592 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Mrs. Gregoire to Henri Gregoire, September 18, 1940 
Folder 592 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Memo re: Ernest Honigmann, October 4, 1940 
Folder 592 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Telephone Conversation with Michael Rostovtzeff, 
October 8, 1940 
Folder 592 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
H. Honigmann to Michael Rostovtzeff, October 9, 1940 
Folder 592 | Box 50 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

Scholar 8: 
Tadeusz  
Kotarbinski

“Tadeusz Kotarbinkski, Detail of Information,”  
1940- 1941 
Folder 596 | Box 51 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Tadeusz Kotarbinkski, Curriculum Vitae, 1940- 1941  
Folder 596 | Box 51 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
R. Carnap to Professor Alvin Johnson, September 9, 1940 
Folder 596 | Box 51 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Ernest Nagel to Dr. Alvin Johnson, September 17, 1940 
Folder 596 | Box 51 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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 Folder 88 | Box 14 | Series D 
  Office of the Messrs. Rockefeller records, Rockefeller Archive Center

4. Excerpt from “VEP Goals, Methods, Priorities for the 1980s,” Nov. 13, 1979 
 Box 2297 | RG 1 Projects | FA479

 Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center5. Voter Education Project, Press Release, February 6, 1985 
 Box R2379 | RG 1 Projects | FA479    
 Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

6. “Rock the Vote,” 2000 
 Box 191 | Series 9 | RG 4  
 Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

Scholar 9: 
Michael 
Laskowski

Scholar 10: 
Paul Shrecker

“Michael Laskowski, Detail of Information,” 1940- 1948  
Folder 599 | Box 51 | SG 1.1 | Series 100  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Michael Laskowski to Franklin C. McLean, July 14, 1940  
Folder 599 | Box 51 | SG 1.1 | Series 100  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Michael Laskowski to H.M. Miller, June 26, 1940 
Folder 599 | Box 51 | SG 1.1 | Series 100  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
H.M. Miller to Franklin C. McLean, November 15, 1940 
Folder 599 | Box 51 | SG 1.1 | Series 100  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

“Paul Schrecker, Detail of Information,” 1940- 1949 
Folder 649 | Box 54 | SG 1.1 | Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Paul Schrecker, Curriculum Vitae, c. 1940 
Folder 649, Box 54, SG 1.1, Series 100 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 
 
Albert Einstein to Alvin Johnson, August 1, 1940,  
Folder 649, Box 54, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Voter Education | Historical Context 

Photo: Cover, Voter Education Project Publication 
Taconic Foundation Records | Rockefeller Archive Center

HISTORICAL 
CONTEXT

The right to vote is a fundamental tenet 
of a democratic society. In the United 
States of America, countless social activists 
have waged hard-fought battles to ensure 
that every American citizen can vote, and 
therefore can have an equal voice in the 
governance of the nation.
The documents that follow – held at the 
Rockefeller Archive Center – demonstrate 
the various ways that philanthropy has 
supported voter education over the last 
century. Philanthropy is the distribution of 
funds by individuals or organizations for the 
public good.
These materials illustrate some of the historic 
barriers that have prevented Americans from 
voting, as well as the organized strategies 
intended to promote voter participation 
including:
• Documents showing the struggles women 

suffragists faced in the early twentieth-
century prior to the ratification of the 
Nineteenth Amendment, which granted 
women the right to vote in 1920, and 
the later work of organizations such as 
the League of Women Voters to educate 
female voters. 

• Documents from the Voter Education 
Project (VEP) during and prior to the racial 
upheavals of the American Civil Rights 
Movement highlight efforts to guarantee 
African-American voting rights.

• An outline of the “Rock the Vote” 
campaign illustrates more recent attempts 
to raise youth voting turnout at the dawn 
of the new millennium.

Together these groups of primary sources 
serve as a springboard for further research. 
With these materials in hand, students 
can then examine the various obstacles 
to full political participation faced by 
disenfranchised Americans across the 
twentieth century, the ways in which voting 
can affect social change, and the continued 
need for civic education today.

9

Refugee Scholars

In 1913, New York State incorporated what would 
soon become the largest philanthropic organiza-
tion in the world: the Rockefeller Foundation (RF). 
The brainchild of John D. Rockefeller, Sr., his son, 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and his advisor, Frederick 
Gates, the RF was one of the first foundations to 
practice organized institutional giving and had 
an exceptionally broad mission: “to promote the 
well-being of mankind throughout the world.” 

Beginning around 1917, the RF supported  
scientific research in the physical, medical, and 
natural sciences, especially in Europe and the  
United States. By the 1930s, the Foundation had 
added the social sciences to its slate of concerns.  
Following a major internal reorganization, the RF 
adopted the core strategy of promoting “the  
advancement of knowledge.” This approach  
viewed intellectual discovery and exchange as  
the primary lever for improving “the well-being  
of mankind,” reasoning that new knowledge  
would inevitably lead to human progress.  

As part of this strategy, the RF maintained a  
substantial presence in Europe. In 1939 alone  
(the year the war began), the Foundation spent 
over $4 million on 110 projects in 22 different 
European countries. Many of these grants went to 
German universities to support research conducted 
by some of the world’s leading scientists.

As the 1930s unfolded, however, Europe  
experienced an escalating humanitarian crisis. 
As Nazism spread across the continent, various 
groups – racial and religious minorities, political 
dissenters, and immigrant communities – found 
themselves subject to legalized discrimination, 

social persecution, and worse. In response, the RF  
considered its obligation to aid scholars who had 
been displaced and/or threatened by the Third Reich. 

After its defeat in World War I, Germany experienced 
severe political infighting and chronic economic 
depression. These conditions helped give rise to a far-
right, ethno-nationalist party, the National Socialist 
German Workers’ Party, or Nazi Party, which officially 
seized control of the country in 1933 with the  
appointment of Nazi Party leader Adolf Hitler as  
German Chancellor. The Nazi party pledged to root 
out those whom they believed undermined the 
strength of the German state: political dissenters,  
racial and religious minorities, non-citizens, and 
recent immigrants. 

Photo: Joseph H. Willits 1955, Folder 478, Box 15, Series 200  
Rockefeller Foundation Photographs, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Photo: Cover, Voter Education Project Publication 
Taconic Foundation Records | Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

University professors, including those funded 
by the RF, were among the first people targeted 
by Nazi policies. By the early 1930s, some of the 
academics receiving RF support had been fired 
because they were either Jewish or allegedly 
held anti-Nazi beliefs. RF leaders were disturbed 
by these developments, but were unsure about 
what, if anything, the Foundation could do to help 
at-risk scholars in Germany.

The United States, for its part, still had restrictive 
immigration policies in place, for example the 
Immigration Act of 1924, which strictly limited the 
quota for Jewish immigrants from southern and 
eastern Europe and expressed the anti-Semitic 
attitudes that still pervaded American society. 
Indeed, public opinion surveys conducted in the 
1930s suggested a majority of Americans opposed 
allowing Jewish refugees from Europe to enter the 
United States; some, in both public and official 
circles, claimed that the U.S. would become a 
dumping ground for Hitler’s victims should the 
country liberalize its immigration policy.

The American public, still affected by World War 
I and now consumed with the Great Depression, 
generally favored an isolationist foreign policy in 
the 1930s. As a result, President Roosevelt signed 
a series of neutrality acts and upheld the nation’s 
restrictive immigration laws, even as conflict 
across the Atlantic intensified.

Sources consulted for historical  
background and information include: 
 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller 
Archive Center. 

The Rockefeller Foundation: A Digital History, 
https://rockfound.rockarch.org/home.  
Accessed August 6, 2019.
 
Eric John Abramson, Sam Hurst, and Barbara 
Shubinski, Democracy and Philanthropy: The 
Rockefeller Foundation and the American  
Experiment (New York: The Rockefeller  
Foundation, 2013).
 
Claus Dieter-Krohn, Intellectuals in Exile:  
Refugee Scholars and the New School for 
Social Research, trans. Rita and Robert Kimber 
(Amherst: University of Massachusetts  
Press, 1993).
 
Judith Friedlander, A Light in Dark Times:  
The New School for Social Research and its  
University in Exile (New York: Columbia  
University Press, 2019).
 
Diana Leat, Private Battles (London: Alliance 
Publishing Trust, 2013).
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HISTORY IN BRIEF: 
AFRICAN AMERICAN RIGHT TO 
VOTE IN AMERICA

• When the United States of America was 
established as an independent nation by 
the Continental Congress in 1776, most 
black inhabitants of the country were still 
held as slaves. President Abraham Lincoln’s 
1863 Emancipation Proclamation and the 
conclusion of the American Civil War in 
1865 granted freedom to all those formerly 
enslaved. 

• However, African-Americans were not 
immediately granted the same rights and 
privileges enjoyed by white citizens. 

• In 1868, the Fourteenth Amendment to the 
American Constitution granted African-
Americans citizenship, but not the right to 
vote. 

• The ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment 
two years later, in 1870, solved this problem, 
but many states continued to practice voter 
suppression tactics designed to limit black 
voting.

• In the 1950s and the 1960s, the American 
Civil Rights Movement, led by individuals 
such Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks, 
mobilized many African-Americans and 
white supporters to work toward ending the 
discriminatory policies and racial segregation 
that had prevented true equality. 

• The VEP (Voter Education Project) was 
created in 1961 as a collaborative effort 
by philanthropists, the Department of 
Justice, and several major civil rights leaders, 
including Martin Luther King, Jr. and Roy 
Wilkins, Executive Secretary of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP). 

• Under the auspices of the Southern Regional 
Council, the VEP distributed funds from 
private foundations to support grassroots 
voting drives, voter education, and voter 
protection activities that could ensure 
African-Americans’ safe exercise of their civic 
rights at the voting booth.

• The passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965 
helped protect African-Americans’ and other 
minority groups’ right to vote by making voter 
suppression techniques illegal. 

• As these documents suggest, concerns 
regarding black voter suppression remain 
ongoing and organizations continue to 
support initiatives to ensure that all American 
citizens, regardless of race, gender, class, or 
creed can have a voice in the governance of 
the United States of America. 

11

Refugee Scholars

HISTORICAL CONTEXT:  
THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION 
REFUGEES SCHOLARS PROGRAM

While the RF was one of the country’s preeminent 
international bodies, it did not consider itself a 
relief organization. Instead, the RF viewed relief  
as a temporary, and, ultimately ineffective,  
solution to problems with deeper “root causes.” 
Since its early history, the RF had sought to  
address these “root causes” by supporting  
programs that could help people develop lasting 
solutions to their own problems. Yet the advent 
of World War I had asked the RF to step outside of 
these bounds. After appropriating $22 million in 
humanitarian aid during that global conflict, the 
Foundation resolved never to become a relief  
organization again. 

RF leaders believed the best way to maintain the 
Foundation’s long-term viability on the internation-
al stage was to remain politically neutral in  
foreign affairs. For this reason, the Foundation  
initially continued to support German universities.  
Gradually, the RF developed a rationale that  
enabled it to reduce or refuse support to  
institutions in authoritarian countries, but initially  
it was uncomfortable passing judgment on the  
duly elected governments of foreign nations.
 
In order to justify its establishment of a refugee 
scholars program, the RF framed the conflict in  
Europe as an intellectual crisis, one that would  
disrupt important scientific research and drain  
the Continent of its knowledge base. As RF  
President Raymond Fosdick noted in September 
1939, just two months before France and Great  
Britain declared war on Germany, the Foundation 
had two jobs in Europe: “first, in a dark world to 
keep burning the candle of intellectual life; and 
second, to make available the best of scientific 
research in the alleviation of human misery.” 

The RF Refugee Scholars programs then took 
shape as two different initiatives. The first  
Refugee Scholars program, which ran from  
1933-1939 (and continued at a reduced scale 
under a slightly altered name until 1945), was 
called the Special Research Fund for Deposed 
Scholars. This program provided one-to-three-
year grants to U.S. and European universities  
to hire scholars who had been dismissed for  
political or religious reasons. Much of the cost 
and responsibility for managing the grants fell 
to the universities. The chief goal, as Fosdick 
described, was “the preservation of scholarship 
rather than personal relief for scholars.”

Photo: Journals stored at Library of Congress 1947,  
Folder 608, Box 22, Series 200  
Rockefeller Foundation Photographs, Rockefeller Archive Center 



6

Voter Education | Historical Context

HISTORY IN BRIEF: 
AFRICAN AMERICAN RIGHT TO 
VOTE IN AMERICA

• When the United States of America was 
established as an independent nation by 
the Continental Congress in 1776, most 
black inhabitants of the country were still 
held as slaves. President Abraham Lincoln’s 
1863 Emancipation Proclamation and the 
conclusion of the American Civil War in 
1865 granted freedom to all those formerly 
enslaved. 

• However, African-Americans were not 
immediately granted the same rights and 
privileges enjoyed by white citizens. 

• In 1868, the Fourteenth Amendment to the 
American Constitution granted African-
Americans citizenship, but not the right to 
vote. 

• The ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment 
two years later, in 1870, solved this problem, 
but many states continued to practice voter 
suppression tactics designed to limit black 
voting.

• In the 1950s and the 1960s, the American 
Civil Rights Movement, led by individuals 
such Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks, 
mobilized many African-Americans and 
white supporters to work toward ending the 
discriminatory policies and racial segregation 
that had prevented true equality. 

• The VEP (Voter Education Project) was 
created in 1961 as a collaborative effort 
by philanthropists, the Department of 
Justice, and several major civil rights leaders, 
including Martin Luther King, Jr. and Roy 
Wilkins, Executive Secretary of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP). 

• Under the auspices of the Southern Regional 
Council, the VEP distributed funds from 
private foundations to support grassroots 
voting drives, voter education, and voter 
protection activities that could ensure 
African-Americans’ safe exercise of their civic 
rights at the voting booth.

• The passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965 
helped protect African-Americans’ and other 
minority groups’ right to vote by making voter 
suppression techniques illegal. 

• As these documents suggest, concerns 
regarding black voter suppression remain 
ongoing and organizations continue to 
support initiatives to ensure that all American 
citizens, regardless of race, gender, class, or 
creed can have a voice in the governance of 
the United States of America. 

12

Refugee Scholars

HISTORICAL CONTEXT:  
THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION 
REFUGEES SCHOLARS PROGRAM

The second refugee scholar program, called the Emergency Program  
for European Scholars, ran from 1940-1945 and sought to address the  
increasingly dire wartime conditions, as Germany invaded neighboring 
countries and stepped its campaigns of persecution and elimination.  
This second initiative targeted scholars threatened by Nazi policies and 
offered additional benefits such as travel expenses, the procurement of  
visas, and help with contingency plans in case an individual could not  
return home after his term as a visiting scholar expired. In order for the  
RF to sponsor a scholar, an American college or university had to have  
invited the scholar to be in residence for at least a 2-year term. 

The documents that follow allow students to view first-hand a lesser-known 
aspect of this crisis: how American philanthropy worked to rescue  
scholars at risk from the perils of Nazi Europe. They highlight ten European  
academics accepted by the Rockefeller Foundation’s Emergency Program 
for European Scholars, launched in 1940 as the second phase of an  
initiative to relocate refugee scholars to university campuses across the 
United States or safe European countries. The correspondence among RF 
officials, university administrators, and the scholars themselves offers a  
dynamic, on-the-ground view of refugee experiences during World War II 
and highlights the challenge of preserving scholarship during wartime. 
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Voter Education | Document 1

DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

13

Refugee Scholars

SCHOLAR 1: MARC BLOCH

“Marc Bloch, Detail of Information,” 1940-1942, Folder 550, Box 48, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 1: Marc Bloch
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

14

Refugee Scholars

Arthur H. Cole to Joseph H. Willits, September 27, 1940, Folder 550, Box 48, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 1: Marc Bloch

SCHOLAR 1: MARC BLOCH
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

15

Refugee Scholars

Earl J. Hamilton to Joseph H. Willits, October 13, 1940, Folder 550, Box 48, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 1: Marc Bloch

SCHOLAR 1: MARC BLOCH
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Voter Education | Document 1

DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

“W.F. Brook, Detail of Information,” 1940-1945, Folder 560, Box 48, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 2: Warner F. Brook

SCHOLAR 2: WARNER F. BROOK
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Voter Education | Document 1

DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

“W.F. Brook, Detail of Information,” 1940-1945, Folder 560, Box 48, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 2: Warner F. Brook

SCHOLAR 2: WARNER F. BROOK
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

“W.F. Brook, Detail of Information,” 1940-1945, Folder 560, Box 48, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 2: Warner F. Brook

SCHOLAR 2: WARNER F. BROOK
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Voter Education | Document 1

DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

Harlow Shapley to Alvin Johnson, August 1, 1940, Folder 560, Box 48, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 2: Warner F. Brook

SCHOLAR 2: WARNER F. BROOK
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

E.F. Bruck to Harlow Shapley, July 30, 1940, Folder 560, Box 48, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 2: Warner F. Brook

SCHOLAR 2: WARNER F. BROOK
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

“Jose Castillejo, Detail of Information,” 1940-1941, Folder 566, Box 48, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 3: Jose Castillejo

SCHOLAR 3: JOSE CASTILLEJO
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Voter Education | Document 1

DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

Jose Castillejo, Curriculum Vitae, 1941, Folder 566, Box 48, SG 1.1, Series 100, 
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 3: Jose Castillejo

SCHOLAR 3: JOSE CASTILLEJO
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

M. Castillejo Statement on Jose Castillejo, September 18, 1940, Folder 566, Box 48, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 3: Jose Castillejo

SCHOLAR 3: JOSE CASTILLEJO
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

24

Refugee Scholars

Alvin Johnson to Thomas B. Appleget, September 23, 1940, Folder 566, Box 48, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 3: Jose Castillejo

SCHOLAR 3: JOSE CASTILLEJO



8

Voter Education | Document 1

DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

25

Refugee Scholars

“Boris Ephrussi, Detail of Information,” February 25, 1941, Folder 575, Box 49, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 4: Boris Ephrussi

SCHOLAR 4: BORIS EPHRUSSI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

26

Refugee Scholars

Frank Blair Hanson to R.A. Millikan, October 18, 1940, Folder 575, Box 49, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 4: Boris Ephrussi

SCHOLAR 4: BORIS EPHRUSSI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

27

Refugee Scholars

Frank Blair Hanson to J.T. Patterson, January 15, 1941, Folder 575, Box 49, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 4: Boris Ephrussi

SCHOLAR 4: BORIS EPHRUSSI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

Warren Weaver Memo, November 29, 1940, Folder 575, Box 49, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 4: Boris Ephrussi

SCHOLAR 4: BORIS EPHRUSSI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

29

Refugee Scholars

J.T. Patterson to Frank B. Hanson, January 23, 1941, Folder 575, Box 49, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 4: Boris Ephrussi

SCHOLAR 4: BORIS EPHRUSSI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

30

Refugee Scholars

H.M. Miller, Jr. to Avra M. Warren, February 28, 1941, Folder 575, Box 49, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 4: Boris Ephrussi

SCHOLAR 4: BORIS EPHRUSSI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

H.M. Miller, Jr. to Avra M. Warren, February 28, 1941, Folder 575, Box 49, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 4: Boris Ephrussi

SCHOLAR 4: BORIS EPHRUSSI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

H.M. Miller, Jr. to Avra M. Warren, February 28, 1941, Folder 575, Box 49, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 4: Boris Ephrussi

SCHOLAR 4: BORIS EPHRUSSI



8

Voter Education | Document 1

DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

33

Refugee Scholars

“Emil J. Gumbel, Detail of Information,” 1940- 1947, Folder 583, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 5: Emil J. Gumbel 

SCHOLAR 5: EMIL J. GUMBEL
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

34

Refugee Scholars

Emil J. Gumbel, Curriculum Vitae, 1940- 1947, Folder 583, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 5: Emil J. Gumbel 

SCHOLAR 5: EMIL J. GUMBEL
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

Albert Einstein to Alvin Johnson, August 7, 1940, Folder 583, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 5: Emil J. Gumbel 

SCHOLAR 5: EMIL J. GUMBEL
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

36

Refugee Scholars

Harold Hotelling to Alvin Johnson, August 7, 1940, Folder 583, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 5: Emil J. Gumbel 

SCHOLAR 5: EMIL J. GUMBEL
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

37

Refugee Scholars

Jerzy Neyman to Warren Weaver, Telegram, August 22, 1940, Folder 583, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 5: Emil J. Gumbel 

SCHOLAR 5: EMIL J. GUMBEL
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

38

Refugee Scholars

“Antonin Heythum, Detail of Information,” 1940-1942, Folder 588, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 6: Antonin Heythum

SCHOLAR 6: ANTONIN HEYTHUM
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

39

Antonin and Charlotta Heythum to D.H. Stevens, July 3, 1940, Folder 588, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

SCHOLAR 6: ANTONIN HEYTHUM
Refugee Scholars | Scholar 6: Antonin Heythum
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

40

“Antonin Heythum Biography,” c. 1940, Folder 588, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

SCHOLAR 6: ANTONIN HEYTHUM
Refugee Scholars | Scholar 6: Antonin Heythum
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

41

Refugee Scholars

“Ernest Honigmann, Detail of Information,” 1940-1941, Folder 592, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 7: Ernest Honigmann

SCHOLAR 7: ERNEST HONIGMANN
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

42

Ernest Honigmann Enclosure Card, June 20, 1941, Folder 592, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

SCHOLAR 7: ERNEST HONIGMANN
Refugee Scholars | Scholar 7: Ernest Honigmann
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

43

Mrs. Gregoire to Henri Gregoire, September 18, 1940, Folder 592, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

SCHOLAR 7: ERNEST HONIGMANN
Refugee Scholars | Scholar 7: Ernest Honigmann
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

44

Mrs. Gregoire to Henri Gregoire, September 18, 1940, Folder 592, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

SCHOLAR 7: ERNEST HONIGMANN
Refugee Scholars | Scholar 7: Ernest Honigmann
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

45

Memo re: Ernest Honigmann, October 4, 1940, Folder 592, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

SCHOLAR 7: ERNEST HONIGMANN
Refugee Scholars | Scholar 7: Ernest Honigmann
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

46

Telephone Conversation with Michael Rostovtzeff, October 8, 1940, Folder 592, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

SCHOLAR 7: ERNEST HONIGMANN
Refugee Scholars | Scholar 7: Ernest Honigmann
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

47

H. Honigmann to Michael Rostovtzeff, October 9, 1940, Folder 592, Box 50, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

SCHOLAR 7: ERNEST HONIGMANN
Refugee Scholars | Scholar 7: Ernest Honigmann
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

48

Refugee Scholars

“Tadeusz Kotarbinkski, Detail of Information,” 1940- 1941, Folder 596, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 8: Tadeusz Kotarbinski 

SCHOLAR 8: TADEUSZ KOTARBINSKI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

49

Refugee Scholars

Tadeusz Kotarbinkski, Curriculum Vitae, 1940- 1941, Folder 596, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 8: Tadeusz Kotarbinski 

SCHOLAR 8: TADEUSZ KOTARBINSKI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

50

Refugee Scholars

R. Carnap to Professor Alvin Johnson, September 9, 1940, Folder 596, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 8: Tadeusz Kotarbinski 

SCHOLAR 8: TADEUSZ KOTARBINSKI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Refugee Scholars

Ernest Nagel to Dr. Alvin Johnson, September 17, 1940, Folder 596, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 8: Tadeusz Kotarbinski 

SCHOLAR 8: TADEUSZ KOTARBINSKI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

52

Refugee Scholars

“Michael Laskowski, Detail of Information,” 1940- 1948, Folder 599, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 9: Michael Laskowski 

SCHOLAR 9: MICHAEL LASKOWSKI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

53

Refugee Scholars

“Michael Laskowski, Detail of Information,” 1940- 1948, Folder 599, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 9: Michael Laskowski 

SCHOLAR 9: MICHAEL LASKOWSKI



8

Voter Education | Document 1

DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

54

Refugee Scholars

Michael Laskowski to Franklin C. McLean, July 14, 1940, Folder 599, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 9: Michael Laskowski 

SCHOLAR 9: MICHAEL LASKOWSKI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

55

Refugee Scholars

Michael Laskowski to H.M. Miller, June 26, 1940, Folder 599, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 9: Michael Laskowski 

SCHOLAR 9: MICHAEL LASKOWSKI



8

Voter Education | Document 1

DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

56

Refugee Scholars

Michael Laskowski to H.M. Miller, June 26, 1940, Folder 599, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 9: Michael Laskowski 

SCHOLAR 9: MICHAEL LASKOWSKI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

57

Refugee Scholars

Michael Laskowski to H.M. Miller, June 26, 1940, Folder 599, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 9: Michael Laskowski 

SCHOLAR 9: MICHAEL LASKOWSKI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

58

Refugee Scholars

H.M. Miller to Franklin C. McLean, November 15, 1940, Folder 599, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 9: Michael Laskowski 

SCHOLAR 9: MICHAEL LASKOWSKI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

59

Refugee Scholars

H.M. Miller to Franklin C. McLean, November 15, 1940, Folder 599, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 9: Michael Laskowski 

SCHOLAR 9: MICHAEL LASKOWSKI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

60

Refugee Scholars

H.M. Miller to Franklin C. McLean, November 15, 1940, Folder 599, Box 51, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 9: Michael Laskowski 

SCHOLAR 9: MICHAEL LASKOWSKI
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

61

Refugee Scholars

“Paul Schrecker, Detail of Information,” 1940- 1949, Folder 649, Box 54, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center 

| Scholar 10: Paul Schrecker

SCHOLAR 10: PAUL SCHRECKER
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

62

Refugee Scholars

Paul Schrecker, Curriculum Vitae, c. 1940, Folder 649, Box 54, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 10: Paul Schrecker

SCHOLAR 10: PAUL SCHRECKER
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DOCUMENT 1

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, 
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

63

Refugee Scholars

Albert Einstein to Alvin Johnson, August 1, 1940, Folder 649, Box 54, SG 1.1, Series 100,  
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

| Scholar 10: Paul Schrecker

SCHOLAR 10: PAUL SCHRECKER
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PROJECT 1
The students use provided documents to generate a research question

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Students will filter through documents to find archival sources of interest

• Students will learn how to develop a research question 

• Students will learn about the research process

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. How did you hone your research question?

2. What was the research process like for you?

3. What connections can you make between the documents, daily life, and current issues?

PROJECT 2
The students create an annotated bibliography of primary and secondary sources related to voter education 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Students will be introduced to the primary source documents and start to analyze documents

• Students will learn why and how to cite sources

• Students will be introduced to pathfinders (links to useful primary and secondary sources)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What were some useful searching strategies?

2. Why is an annotated bibliography a useful resource?

3. What are some differences between primary and secondary sources?

SUGGESTED PRIMARY 
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Refugee Scholars | Primary Source Project

MATERIALS:

Refugee Scholars primary sources

Refugee Scholars Exercise worksheet (for note-taking)

Paper or shared computer to chart refugee scholars selected by student groups

TIME NEEDED: 1-2 hours

SUMMARY:

Students assume the roles of Rockefeller Foundation program officers, deciding which 

of the candidates whose application materials they will review should be granted  

rescue by the Emergency Program for European Scholars. 

PART 1

Assuming the role of Rockefeller Foundation program officers, students independently read the dossiers of 
10 refugee scholars. The dossiers generally comprise a CV, bio, and at least one letter of recommendation, 
though some also include supporting documents that describe each applicant’s life and current conditions.

The students should be encouraged to take notes using the primary sources and included Refugee Scholars 
information spreadsheet while reading through the dossiers.  

After independently reading the dossiers, the students will share their findings with others in small groups 
and reach consensus together on whom they would assist.

The small groups must work together to agree on four candidates they would select for rescue and include 
selection criteria to explain their decisions.

45-60 minutes:  Independent and Small Group Work
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PART 2

The small groups reconvene, and, with the instructor as moderator, each group shares its selected 
scholars and the reasoning used to arrive at its decision.

Collectively, the class discusses commonly selected and commonly rejected candidates, and the 
differences and similarities among the small groups in reaching these decisions.

The instructor then reveals the RF’s five criteria for deciding which applicants to accept for the 
Emergency Program. Each scholar had to:

20-45 minutes:  Large Group Discussion

1.	 Be outstanding in his/her field
2.	 Be in his/her productive years (between 35 and 55 years old)
3.	 Have lost his/her position and generally be considered to be in some danger,  
                  whether for religious, racial or political reasons
4.	 Hold the promise of improving existing scholarship in American universities
5.	 Have assurance of a teaching position at a host institution for at least two years  
                  (this was a visa requirement).

Students reflect on the role of Rockefeller Foundation program officer in the refugee scholar  
selection process, as revealed to them through the role-play.
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PART 3
While this exercise intentionally asks students to make stressful, life-or-death choices, when the exercise 
wraps up, the instructor may want to let students know that, in fact, every scholar highlighted in this 
activity was accepted by the Emergency Program. Over 60% of the scholars selected were employed, 
at least initially, at The New School for Social Research in New York City through its “University in Exile” 
program. If desired, the instructor concludes the exercise with the section entitled “What Happened 
Next,” filling in the details about the program, and explaining the fate of some of the dossier candidates.

FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS

What were your expectations going into the exercise?

What is your impression of the work of the program officers?

Describe the decision-making process that took place among your group members.

What was most challenging when articulating the criteria for selecting the scholars?

What experiences have you had working with primary sources before this exercise? 

How did the primary sources affect your interest or investment in the exercise?
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Name Nationality Discipline Institution/Title Current Location Decision & Rationale

Bloch, Marc French Economic and Social 
History

Professor at the University of Paris Paris, France

Brook, W. F. "Originally of 
German nationality, 
now a naturalized 
British subject"

Economics, political 
science, and 
economic history

Originally Professor Ordinarius of Economics 
and Political Science at the University of 
Muenster; dismissed and took up position 
as Visiting Professor and Research Scholar at 
University College, Cardiff, Great Britain

Cardiff, Wales

Castillejo, Jose Spanish Roman Law, 
Education

University of Madrid, Institute of Social 
Research, Madrid

Middlesex, England

Ephrussi, Boris French Genetics Geneticist at the Rothschild Institute of 
Biolgoy, Paris

Paris, France

Gumbel, Emil J. German Statistics/applied 
mathematics

Professor of Statistics, University of 
Heidelberg; dismissed and moved to 
University of Lyon in 1933

Lyon, France

REFUGEE SCHOLARS  
DECISION-MAKING EXERCISE 
WORKSHEET
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Heythum, Antonin and 
Charlotta

Czech Architecture and 
Stage Design

In U.S. on fellowship from Czechoslovak 
Academy of Art and Science to study 
"exposition techniques at the two American 
world's fairs." 

New York, United 
States

Honigmann, Ernst German Medieval Geography Librarian at the University of Breslau; forced 
to resign, moved to University of Brussels 
Institute of Philology and History

Detained in a 
concentration camp 
outside Perpignan, 
France

Kotarbinski, Tadeusz Polish Philosophy Professor of Philosophy, Warsaw University Warsaw, Poland

Laskowski, Michal Polish Biochemistry Assistant Professor, College of Agriculture, 
Warsaw; then an RF fellowship allowed him 
to work at the Lister Institute, London; then 
attempted to set him up at University of 
Lyon, France (after service in the Polish 
army)

Lyon, France

Schrecker, Paul German History of Science Professor at the Academy of Sciences, 
Berlin; professor at the University of Paris

Bordeaux, France
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GUIDED QUESTIONS

DOCUMENT 1
1. Who is Mrs. Sage? 

2. How would you describe women’s suffrage?

DOCUMENT 2
1. How would you define a suffragist?

2. What was Mrs. Sage’s role in women suffrage, and how can you find out more about Mrs. 
Sage’s role in women suffrage?

DOCUMENT 3
1. What was the New York State Constitutional Convention?

2. What are some of the qualifications for voting?

DOCUMENT 4
1. What does the acronym VEP stand for?

2. What were some of the VEP’s goals?

DOCUMENT 5
1. What was the VEP publicizing?

2. What is the North Carolina study?

DOCUMENT 6
1. What is one of the goals of Rock the Vote?

2. Who is the target audience of the Rock the Vote campaign?

69

Refugee Scholars | What Happened Next

WHAT HAPPENED NEXT

The first phase of RF refugee work – the Deposed Scholars Program – spent over $740,000 to place  
192 scholars at universities in Europe and the United States. Of those placed in the U.S., slightly over 
80% eventually secured permanent positions somewhere. A reduced version of this program, which 
ran from 1940-45, spent nearly $230,000 on another 59 scholars. 

Every scholar highlighted in this activity received RF support under the Emergency Program for  
European Scholars. Because foundations generally do not retain records for rejected grant applicants, 
the files for the many applicants who applied for rescue but were denied are no longer extant.

Some scholars, like Statistics Professor Emil Gumbel, received two rounds of RF aid. After dismissal 
from the University of Heidelberg for his anti-militaristic views, Gumbel received an appointment  
at the University of Lyon with Rockefeller Foundation support; when he then needed to flee France,  
he received a second RF grant under the Emergency Program to go to the United States.

However, the decision to stay in Europe or come to America was fraught, and often hampered by  
personal circumstance. For instance, Tadeusz Kotarbinski initially declined his invitation from the RF  
in order to stay with his aging father in Poland. Eventually, Kotarbinski accepted a non-RF-funded  
post at The New School. Another well-known example of a scholar who refused RF support is Marc 
Bloch. Bloch was accepted into the Emergency Program in 1940, but his two oldest sons couldn’t  
secure visas in time to depart with him, so he declined the RF’s offer in favor of keeping his family  
together. Bloch’s decision to stay proved fatal: he joined the French Resistance in 1942, and was  
captured and executed by firing squad in 1944.
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WHAT HAPPENED NEXT

In total, the program invited 89 academics to emigrate to the U.S. as refugee scholars. 52 ultimately 
arrived (37 either could not leave Europe or declined the grant). This second phase of the RF’s refugee 
work cost the Foundation nearly $440,000.

The RF spent $1.4 million to rescue 303 emigrant scholars from 1933-1945. These scholars represented 
twelve different nationalities. About sixty percent of the rescued scholars were German, nearly forty 
percent worked in the social sciences, and the vast majority (all but eight) were men. In addition, six 
rescued scholars were Nobel Laureates and another six were future Nobel Prize winners. 

The Foundation succeeded in saving a small number of academics and preserving a significant body 
of knowledge for humankind. As The New School for Social Research Director, Alvin Johnson, wrote, 
looking back on it: 

“In reviewing with myself the history and results of our cooperative undertaking,  
I feel new impulses of gratitude toward you and the Foundation.  You saved many  
valuable lives, and what may really be more significant, many of the hopes men  
live by.  Many of the scholars we brought over have taken root in this country and  
are flourishing in the new soil.  Many have returned, or are returning to Europe to  
take a part in the rehabilitation of European education, more active and effective  
for their experience in America.”
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RE:source is the digital platform for the Rockefeller Archive Center’s Research 
and Education division. RE:source’s stories, photo-galleries, and archival 
education teaching materials showcase the many facets of philanthropic 
practice—from the fields touched by philanthropic giving, to issues particular to 
the philanthropic sector.

The Rockefeller Archive Center (RAC) is a not-for-profit repository and research 
center that preserves and makes available for research the records of several 
dozen foundations and nonprofit organizations.

In addition to the papers of the Rockefeller family, the RAC’s collections 
include the records of the Rockefeller Foundation, Ford Foundation, Near 
East Foundation, Commonwealth Fund, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Henry 
Luce Foundation, W. T. Grant Foundation and many other philanthropic 
organizations. The papers of leaders of the philanthropic community, Nobel 
Prize laureates, and world-renowned investigators in science and medicine 

ABOUT US
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The Rockefeller Archive Center (RAC) is a not-for-profit repository and research center 
that preserves and makes available for research the records of several dozen  
foundations and nonprofit organizations, as well as the papers of selected individuals 
who have been instrumental to these institutions and to American philanthropy.
 
In addition to the papers of the Rockefeller family, the RAC's collections include the  
records of the Rockefeller Foundation, Ford Foundation, Near East Foundation,  
Commonwealth Fund, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Henry Luce Foundation, W. T. Grant 
Foundation, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, Russell Sage Foundation, and  
many others. Its holdings also include the papers of several Nobel Prize laureates  
and world-renowned investigators in science and medicine.

RE:source is the digital platform for the RAC’s Research + Education division.  
RE:source’s stories, photo-galleries, and teaching materials showcase and explore  
philanthropic practice, from the myriad fields touched by philanthropic giving in  
the U.S. and globally, to issues specific to the philanthropic or “third” sector.
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Marissa Vassari is Archivist and Educator at the Rockefeller Archive Center. She 
founded the Archival Educators Roundtable to facilitate communication among 
professionals who use primary sources in public outreach and teaching. She holds 
a BA in Psychology and Special Education, an MA in Childhood Education, and an 
MLIS degree with an Archival Studies specialization.

Elizabeth Berkowitz, MA, PhD, is the 2018-2020 Mellon/ACLS Public Fellow at the 
Rockefeller Archive Center, where she works as the Outreach Program Manager 
for the Research and Education division. An art historian, Elizabeth has taught 
extensively in museums and universities, and has published both popular and 
academic articles. 
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Marissa Vassari is Archivist and Educator at the Rockefeller Archive Center.  
She coordinates the Archival Educators Roundtable to facilitate communication 
among professionals who use primar y sources in public outreach and teaching. 
She holds a BA in Psycholog y and Special Education, an MA in Childhood  
Education, and an MLIS degree with an Archival Studies specialization.

Elizabeth Berkowitz is the 2018-2020 Mellon/ACLS Public Fellow at the  
Rockefeller Archive Center, where she works as the Outreach Program Manager  
for the Research + Education division. An art historian with a PhD from the CUNY  
Graduate Center, Elizabeth has taught extensively in museums and universities, 
and has published both popular and academic articles.

This exercise was developed from a workshop created by James Smith, PhD, Laura Miller, PhD, and  
Marissa Vassari, MA, MLIS. The workshop has been conducted with student groups of various levels since 2015. 

This workshop was created by:

Barry Goldberg is a Research Fellow at the Rockefeller Archive Center. He earned 
his PhD in History from the CUNY Graduate Center and has written for numerous 
publications. Barry has ten years of teaching experience at the high school and 
college level. As a postdoctoral scholar, he has developed public-facing projects  
at several archives and museums.  
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