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ADER

The primary sources in this reader can

be used for inquiry-based learning exercises

and projects. Each document falls under the
umbrella topic of voter education, and students
are encouraged to annotate in the margins in order
to support the development of document analysis
and critical thinking skills. Suggested projects that
make use of this reader’s primary sources are also
included for the educator as a springboard for
research-based projects.
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HISTORICAL
CONTEXT

The right to vote is a fundamental tenet
of a democratic society. In the United
States of America, countless social activists
have waged hard-fought battles to ensure
that every American citizen can vote, and
therefore can have an equal voice in the
governance of the nation.

The documents that follow - held at the
Rockefeller Archive Center - demonstrate
the various ways that philanthropy has
supported voter education over the last
century. Philanthropy is the distribution of
funds by individuals or organizations for the
public good.

These materials illustrate some of the historic
barriers that have prevented Americans from
voting, as well as the organized strategies
intended to promote voter participation
including:

e Documents showing the struggles women
suffragists faced in the early twentieth-
century prior to the ratification of the
Nineteenth Amendment, which granted
women the right to vote in 1920, and
the later work of organizations such as
the League of Women Voters to educate
female voters.

e Documents from the Voter Education
Project (VEP) during and prior to the racial
upheavals of the American Civil Rights
Movement highlight efforts to guarantee
African-American voting rights.
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REGISTER AND

Photo: Cover, Voter Education Project Publication
Taconic Foundation Records | Rockefeller Archive Center

e An outline of the “Rock the Vote”
campaign illustrates more recent attempts
to raise youth voting turnout at the dawn
of the new millennium.

Together these groups of primary sources
serve as a springboard for further research.
With these materials in hand, students

can then examine the various obstacles

to full political participation faced by
disenfranchised Americans across the
twentieth century, the ways in which voting
can affect social change, and the continued
need for civic education today.
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HISTORY IN BRIEF:

WOMEN'S RIGHT TO VOTE IN AMERICA

e Conversations about women's participation
in American government date to the founding
of the United States of Americain 1776.

e The first women’s rights convention in
America was held from July 19-20, 1848
in Seneca Falls, New York, and is popularly
known today as the Seneca Falls Convention.

e At the Seneca Falls Convention, suffragette
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who helped organize
the 1848 meeting alongside African-
American abolitionist Frederick Douglass
and other grassroots organizers, discussed
a manifesto on women’s rights entitled the

Photo: Portrait of Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, n.d., Folder 663, Box 54,

o A . . Russell Sage Foundation Photographs, Russell Sage Foundation Records,
Declaration of Sentiments. Rockefeller Archive Center

e The “Declaration of Sentiments” was written
by Stanton and activists Lucretia Mott, Mary
M'’Clintock, and Martha Coffin Wright.

o After the Civil War ended in 1865, debate
surrounding the women'’s vote intensified.

On the heels of the Nineteenth Amendment,
in 1920, Carrie Chapman Catt, a former
teacher turned voting rights activist, founded

e 1In 1870, Congress passed the Fifteenth the League of Women Voters to empower
Amendment, which prohibited the denial women to speak up and help shape national
of voting rights by “race, color or previous and local policies.

condition of servitude,” but women were still

e Many players participated in the fight for
unable to vote.

women’s suffrage, crossing class and race
e Some states provided women with at least lines over many decades.
partial voting rights in the late-nineteenth o
and early-twentieth century through
amendments to state constitutions, but full
voting rights were not guaranteed to all
female citizens until the ratification of the
Nineteenth Amendment in 1920.

As an example: Margaret Olivia Sage, who
established one of the twentieth century’s
most influential philanthropies—the Russell
Sage Foundation—made many gifts of
financial backing to women’s education and
rights.
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HISTORY IN BRIEF:
AFRICAN AMERICAN RIGHTTO
VOTE IN AMERICA

When the United States of America was
established as an independent nation by
the Continental Congress in 1776, most
black inhabitants of the country were still
held as slaves. President Abraham Lincoln’s
1863 Emancipation Proclamation and the
conclusion of the American Civil War in
1865 granted freedom to all those formerly
enslaved.

However, African-Americans were not
immediately granted the same rights and
privileges enjoyed by white citizens.

In 1868, the Fourteenth Amendment to the
American Constitution granted African-
Americans citizenship, but not the right to
vote.

The ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment
two years later, in 1870, solved this problem,
but many states continued to practice voter
suppression tactics designed to limit black
voting.

In the 1950s and the 1960s, the American
Civil Rights Movement, led by individuals
such Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks,
mobilized many African-Americans and
white supporters to work toward ending the
discriminatory policies and racial segregation
that had prevented true equality.

The VEP (Voter Education Project) was
created in 1961 as a collaborative effort

by philanthropists, the Department of
Justice, and several major civil rights leaders,
including Martin Luther King, Jr. and Roy
Wilkins, Executive Secretary of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP).

Under the auspices of the Southern Regional
Council, the VEP distributed funds from
private foundations to support grassroots
voting drives, voter education, and voter
protection activities that could ensure
African-Americans’ safe exercise of their civic
rights at the voting booth.

The passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965
helped protect African-Americans’ and other
minority groups’ right to vote by making voter
suppression techniques illegal.

As these documents suggest, concerns
regarding black voter suppression remain
ongoing and organizations continue to
support initiatives to ensure that all American
citizens, regardless of race, gender, class, or
creed can have a voice in the governance of
the United States of America.
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() Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911
Folder 996| Box 98 | Series 10
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Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911, Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10,
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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WOMAN SUFFRAGE PARTY

YORK
OF THE <ITY OoF NEW .
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Mary Garrett

99, Series 10,
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Mra, Fussall 3ag
604 Fifth Avennue
City.

Dear Mra, Sage:-

Will the Wpman 3uffrage
Amandment to be voted on by the voters Hov., 2nd
CATrTT Y Thiz is asked us avery dav, The
answer will very largely depend upon you.
Will yon d¢ yFonr partsg

-

We are entaring upon the
final stage of a very hard and atrennous campaign
and the outloock is exceedingly hopeful., We
do not want to leave a stone unturned to win
Yictory, and we propogs to wind np thia mag-
nificent campaign hy holding two preat Hass Mest-
ings in Carnegie Eall- one on Friday sveaning,K QOet-
ﬁh;r 2Znd and the other on Friday avening, Qctobher
29th.

Every anffragist must attend
these HMaas Meetings. We want the hall full %o
overflowing on these two occamsions, in order to
anawer the argument of our opponents that there
ia no real sentiment for Woman Suffrage and that
the majority of man and women do not want it,

Then, too, thare ir always
great anthusimsm when there 18 a srowded hounse
end this helps the apeakers and securesa good

Press reports.

Hay to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, Oct. 4, 1915, Folder 997, Box
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Mary Garrett Hay to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, Oct. 4, 1915, Folder 997, Box
99, Series 10, Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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NEW YORK STATE
ONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

“Shall fhere be a convenfion fo revise ﬂl_e canstitution and omend the same?”

If the vote is "YES"

T8 deleranes o tae convencion will be sleced “-'m' . A Ead
Pl comvenien will et Apcdl, (834,

The Mew York State mﬂmfuu is a bomg, dﬂafllcﬂ‘r
. It imchides articles dete
. Lepislofive Procedures, Eﬂﬁ'ﬂgﬂ Vdwcation. and

of governmicnt i m':‘t._
Urpnnizafion, A ppor

This questizn will ze number {13 20 the top line of your
wating machine, far your “YES" or "HO" vote
if fhe vaofe iz "NO™

F Ju. |.|u.|.=1.|l."1| will e um the ballos awaing Ty liw, i 20
||.|||n_5c~. the e shature subwnins 0 before then,

:hﬁ:mm covering all arcas

Howme Rule, Court

miny afher prmlmﬁ uffecting every New York Stote i:m

A constilutona! ceneenlion has wuthority #o srepane pra-
pesed surerilmenis ooany patt of the stofe constizution,
of e propee pererl revizons which coeld includz sioe-
p'lEﬁL'.'|1'||.'|:|-|. Tbwam submit il propesals o seporate aend-
MLy o s new eenslitntion, The proposals of the

conveation we la the voles ke Fool cfucisinm,
- ;

"YES" waters are soying

I|‘||:|r aHenticn on 1|'||: turdomen-al low af the stote.

. Tha legis'aturs never oas time o loak ot the constitetion as a

whale and <herefore tends to deol zaly with piecemeol repai
julse. ?

Cl.‘:lﬂ1ﬁ‘.>-$r6iu| but neaded chonge: con be szamines rnu:
abgetivaly in o convencion than under dhe politicnl stres of
lrgislalivea saesion

The carstitutiar mus 2o braught Lp I dale la wasl tha shang
ing nends of cur prograesive stgka,

A coavention docs e have a time Lmit, (The 1928 con-
veltion was m-,*_-cm.-:nn for nearly 5 manthay Deleaates
conEider l1unﬂﬂtﬂ of prozozals sugosated by pulblic and
private ,_.rmlp#,_,@ldlﬂd‘u&]ﬁ. and deleparza. Only those
which. Im:géﬁ*@mamrl v ovole of the convention are sut-
1itied ﬁﬁﬁqﬁtcm

’ lkl’l‘li:mln: intarast in @ converticn connct be mcpcl:h:d simce he
:1:|:||= are rot inkerested in such cnmphﬂ rrHers,

cur\:‘ﬁ.ﬂ |:|:-r=||:||.-r|:|r||:|n of l:ﬁnngl:s by bwo :u.-pnruh:h' lacted
legislo-ures,

Spacial interact ard polivical pracoras oparala on carveation
dalagoies o5 well os an legicales, Delegatas ora ne mone
- abjaclive Thon lagislo e,

E.hnﬂgn: requiresl in the zamstiftizn can be achizwved by
o omaans less castly than o sonvention.

MAKE O COmuARRRR B g Ty ATeris Hie eegilor fepirkines process of aetending fhe cousitiien YOTE
up Awienadveeit aen peagoiesd by e decialenere. sesved by oo sepnetely eleeten THE
Jegihaores, ord Splmdied ot wevees Jor Gaed decisin Tl
YOUR VO meredt b winich TRE Bl seogiogedd enencdeeeis e TOP

MIND

wr e e T e vondiy wnickioe

LINE

Mars Abaut the Constitutional Convention and the Amendments on the inside prages

Westchester League of Women Voters, “Facts for Voters,” 1957, Folder 88, Box 14, Series
D, Office of the Messrs. Rockefeller records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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You must be registorod fo be aligible to vate

QUALIFICATIOMNS

1. I yanrs ald, an or bedore Mavembes Stk

2. A citizen of the L, 5, By birh, or by noterolizobien, sa o
mafore Augusi Fih

3. A residert, immcdiately prine 1o Mowember 5th, of at leos
1 weor in Wew York 3raka, 4 manths in ya2ur caurty, ity ar
village - 30 days in your alactior disirict

A Able r= reod ord write Frslish — qew and Frse woters
st show oroot ot leeaey

LOGAL REGISTRATION DATES

Wihare Arnsn! Benishrabion iz in cffecr:

MO PLRESHAL DIZTRICTS

12, i R i Foom ta 12 gm,
e -7 T [ [ LT

" PERSCHAL DISTRIZTS 5
D 11,1218 . 10 gan, e 10 pom,

Qed, 19 . . . . . 7 oam b 10 emn

—_— —- el S U |

Where Ferooronr Porsenal Ragisteorion i in sffech—

REW YORE CITY AMD WESTCHESTER GrusTY
Sept 28, Ot V2 000 L e o T aum 1o 1030 mm,
Sept. 33 Dcr. 1.2,3.7, 8. %, 10, 11 530 p.m. ta 10:30 p.m,

FRIT MCHRCE CHEMUME AND PLTMAM COLUNIES
8 o O e ol L S A S N s, bo 16 o
s S N o e R A P T S

ARCCME MASSAL AMD SCHEMECTADY S0 JMTIES

(LR o o el W om0 10 pom.

|T"’I'-|"'hlrl‘|'= of the sofers of tre shale ass aew prwllug-i:' +a rRgintar ner-
~arnntly. Thn cnoanties tequidng oy 3 duu et local ragairaton aom
aperFag urder b2 oectem for the Ind o 3 gwen <

AESEMTEE REGISTRATION

Parmitad i # con ke verified thor you o wnokle 10 oppear
parsonally 1o register dus fo:-

1. llirzss or physioel dlisealail ity

2. Duties, accupation ar Businsss cutsice of Bew York Sioke

Apglication farm “ar obsentae registration moy be cbtained a1
boards of alaction Baginning May Tsr, and swsl Bs reterned
by tha lost doy of local registration. Spovss, poranl o hild
occompary ng such welers irey olso apply i athareise geli-
fed =nd a resident oF tha seirs slecrion district.

IN THE POLITICAL PARTY
QF YOUR CHOICE
WHEN TOU REGISTER
din non-parsann) districts,
aarail when oo vohel
This will moke yau sligible ' ot
in He 1958 Primary E actlan,

Additiaral coples  $1007 0,000

':‘*'\I- AR L o e P S e Tt ?u..-'||_1|_1|l'.jl.:-_rr_:

840./5,000
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LR el ol o e 5 |"'-d| ]

- Wy = u"

ot S

ELECTION DAY — NOVEMBER 5th
i AM. TO 7 P.M.

ABSEMTEE WOT| N3

Peemittedd iF you are registerad ond con show pool of being
unable tz appesr paonolly ot vous local police plsrg
because af

1. [lness ar zhysical disabilivg

2. Duries, cocupetizn s husidess require you 1o ba sutsida
county of residence. Alse opplies to spouse. porent or
«ivid accamponying such vater i oifwewiss quoiifisd and
fron seme slecrion distict

Aoply tor cbseates bollor whan regiceding, or botwean Oe,

Tiv and I%h, sitaer By gl o in persan of boards of slactian,

Bal o= must be returses o, ane raveivedd by baords ot olectian,

by Moy, 1=,

ARMED FORCES WOTING

IF mualifiad b wote, rembers opply for on eseanies balla:
giving heme and niflitary oddress, ond sigratore, Previows
ragiskeation aat NCEEREry. J"PF'I:"_

fly M) beleoe Coiube: 2471 Wi Peymoel of boords ef clechion
S-an:ml¢r:r of State Ey aoea Mevembar Fag

Die. af Zaracaman’s Yaling [ muemited for ks Rores
""'Ibﬂ""?' 1, Maw York ably ahcforgsd e Oefobes Tef)

How to wse the voting machine

m'.wruruﬂ A.'\-'H].'I.il-r st | aTEE

I. Pull the ||:|.'\;-: hardla fowa rds your left 1a clasa the curigin,
Lesve it in this positlon. H yau nesd assistanca part the
curbain with waur hon,

x Arrwrdmens and G'u-::-'l-nns lislzd @oross sthe top with o

"FES" and a "N painter,

3. QFices 1o be Flled listed ocross the morhine, directly be.
T gaiwnwlnents,

4. Mames angd tpmibuals of politicol portles Ustad ¢ exireme
left of cendidabes’ names,

5. Full down the poicler aver rome af candicet: for whom
wauw ore voting. LEAYE THE POIMTER DOWHN.

& If you moke o mistaka. push pointer up ond stort oeer
ogain, o ot feel rushed. You e wllowed 3 minoees.

BE SUEE T LEAVE THE POIMTER DO'WM OVER
FACH OME OF YOUR VOTLS.

T, wWhen finlshes vating, pull the large hondle fo sour right.
This outematically recards your wote, snogs all puinters
Back up, epacs the curain ond lecwes waching ready far
next yakar

$2.507 168 i

$15.1000  $10/500 3

Westchester League of Women Voters, “Facts for Voters,” 1957, Folder 88, Box 14, Series
D, Office of the Messrs. Rockefeller records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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The Dovelopment of Progran

With an emphasis on increased citizen imvolvement, cven where
there is a voter registration component, several priorities are essential
as VEP restrictures its progtam. These are:

{1} VEP must target its programs. There arc no illusions that VI
should be a catch-all, be-all agency. Nor are there illusions that, with
the possible exception of research and commnications, the agency will have
the resources to blanket the rogion.

Seversl criteria are important. Bor instance, in additiom to voter
repistration statistics, 1t will be necessary to identify local groups and
agencies und to determine how to reach them, to know the median Income of
the sves, to have an cconomic profile on the potential area and to assess
the potential econonic growth areas. This is not to suggest that the most
rproising” area should be targeted for VEF program. Inm fact a targeted
arew night b amonp the most depressed in the South. It is to suggest that
3 totyl conppnmity profile is necessary, incliding especially, present
proronic reality and eccnomic potential before program arcas are selected.

(2] VTP wi:Il intensify itz efforts to identifly, work with, promote
the interests of aml in =ome instances expand the potential of local proups
irolved in comnmity organisation, voter regiztration and ecoromic develop-
ment.  There mey be times when VEP will foel it nocessary to create such
grogps, but the first emphasis is on that of working with those which now
eniat.

VIP recognizes the wealth of talent, resources and experience that now
oxists throughout the tepion. Tn the past,otilitizatiom of these Tesources

has been Timited and the coordination of programs les been inadequate. VEP

Voter Education Project, Excerpt from “VEP Goals, Methods, Priorities for the 1980s,” November 13,
1979, Box 2297, RG 1 Projects, FA479, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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will fully develop the potential [ov working with, learning Lros and as-
sisting thesc local EroIpS.

This priority is comented on further under the subjects o Ty
approach’ and "research.”

(3] VEP must organize amd expand the state advisary committees.
These comiittess were cstabliszhed to give the central office putreach Into
the wvarious sections of the regiom and te provids a mechanism wheTehy

individuals and groups could provide input into the central oflice. While
dome largely through financial noCess itv in liea of fj_n',:u'ic.:-iug state direc-
Vlepa-related state service centers, this structure proved
vialughle to VO
instances expandsd to rallect the conceTivs, needs, and interests of each
state.

T the past the state advisomy commtlee has assumed a passive, ad-

visory tele. VEP will now ask memhers of the commd tteos Lo gssume gn active

progeam role. Functione ol the advisory comnitieos will include:
1. Keeping YEP informed of svents smed needs
3, Gerving as the outreach into locgl comomitics for VEP interests

3, Sponsoring state-wide and lecal conferences for commmity leader-
ship, workers and elected onfficials

4, fssisting the VEP staff in tarpeting arcas for progroms

5. Developing original progroms ipward meeting the necds of the
stato

f. Momitoring state-sioction low changes
Carpinm ity Frogran :':'c.m]’_!-Tl:H-"l.lﬂl

Horee Ferth, VEF maust appreach o comun ity with an understanding oty

urd the tools and resources for total commmm ity invelvemont in

el
ol

Voter Education Project, Excerpt from “VEP Goals, Methods, Priorities for the 1980s,” November 13
1979, Box 2297, RG 1 Projects, FA479, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center ’
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the quest for commmity improvemomt. For instance, in voter registration
the.shiftm interest to participation would not invelwve abamdoning the
voter registration role, but ratier, in sesing that role as one factor anly
in the total thrust of community development. Waere voter repistration is
needed, every effort should be made to see that it is included as an
additionul] program for cxisting local groups or agencies enpaged in other
but related activities.

In this new approach the entire subject of economic development
becomes of the utmest lmportance. In faet, VEP and other experiences have
shown that frequently, local thrusts in economic develepment come before
effective voter registration. Rarely does an individual give undue impor-
tance Lo access ta the ballot where there is not accoss 0 an incoms.

VEP materials and training programs, formal and informal, will stress
Lhe interdependence of political stremgth and ecomomic opportunity. In its
cducational programs, VEI' will stress not just to Blacks and other elected
afficials, but to the toral commmity leadersiip, the government financial
assistance awvailable, the means ol gerting this assistance amd Lhe avenoes

and mechanisms Cor seeking reliel ol economic grievance.

YIEP will stress the nocessity of merging political and economic inteTests

within local commmmities. All boo Troguent, distinct groups such as Black
elected officials, othoer political intercst and economic development orpgani-
zatims finction separately and independently of each other. These local
groups st be made to understand the need for Nmcticnmal interdepemdence il
neaning ful progress is to be made, In approaching a local commmity, every

ellort must be made to identify those proups and individuals especiallr

concerned with econcmic developmenl, to assist them, and Lo dncorporate their

interests and talents Into the politically-crienled interesls of (e commndty,

-0-

Voter Education Project, Excerpt from “VEP Goals, Methods, Priorities for the 1980s,” November 13,
1979, Box 2297, RG 1 Projects, FA479, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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COIN'TNETT ki,

P44 H22=T405 FEBHUARY &, 1985

B TN AN MOKTH CAHOLINA INCHEASED BY 631% LN NOW. FLECTION

An catimated 45, b black Worth Carolinians voted in the 1984

deswdential election.  This figure represents an increase of 63%
o the cabimated 297,000 black Mogth Carclinians who voted in
Peaik. he TUE4 catimate 15 from a Voter Educabion Project {VEP)

itudy Basod upon an pnalysis of the presidential elsction returns
Prom |l Ey=gsme l'.lll'l'!llr!in.untl'rl bBlack and 247 _:.'I:L'I'J.i.'l:|1il'lﬂnt1:||' white
Hearth Caraling precincbs,

Hast ol Fhe pncereasos in black turnout i85 attributable to the
ATE ml tnetbeease Delween |980 and 19684 in the nuber of blacks
cprsst eeracll oan Herklh Caral ina. Of thosd bl acks regigtered in 1984,

A% ot Leil Toaks im ke presidential elect ion. Iln comparison,; 7%
ol Mol h tarcsl ing 4 registersed whites cast a ballot for EI-I-I"'EerL‘nt.
Thes bllick Fureoit roake of 648 represante a alight increase from the
btk Dbk Larnout roates in 1980,

T prcsedenlial yobte 1n Horth Carglina followed the pattern of
vacial polarization obgerved in all the states analyzed to date by
thee WEI' Rescarch Deptb. |Alabama, aArkansas, Georgla, Louisiana,
Misninsippi, HSouth Carolina, Virginia). Ronald Reagan received 624
tl the white vote, but only 4% of the black vote in Morth Carolina.
i Lhe obher hand, Walter Mondale recoived 38% of the white rote
ik UG of the black wore, These figures are VEP estimates.

Therad party camdidates David Bergland (Libertarian Partv) and
Hol Mavon [Soccialist Workors Parey) received less than an eatimated
1% al Ehe white vobe and slightly more than 0.1% of khe black
abi Botweon Ehom.

Hesegan received almeEt all {an estimated 98.7%) of hie Horth
Careling vote from whites., Mondale, in contrast, recelved alightly
mire: Ehon hall [51%) of hix North Carolina yvote Erem blacks.
sy andd amdd Maasan owmc ot moast of their votes (o whites {924 and
Hlw Fivspeetawicly]l,

The: Worth Carclina study ia part of the VEP Research L=pt. =
vl g study ol the comparison of black and whiges h.ﬂ_]_l_'j_r_'j_l:ﬂl;jr_'.n in
1B |UE4 presidential @lection in the eleven southern states. The
full report will e jssued later in 1985

Fdke
WOTER EDUCATION PROIECT IRC. 52 FAIRLE STREET. MW, SUITE 360, ATLANTA. (RRCHGIA F0O00 (404 232-T405

Voter Education Project, Press Release, February 6, 1985, Box R2379, RG 1, FA479,
Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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It’s—OUR TURN

OUR TURN is a ten-month long campaign that will bring together
the power of network television, the Internet, and voter-generated
video to rock Election Day 2000 like never before.

Through OUR TURN, Rock the Vote and BNN will put power into
the hands of young people across the country by giving them the
ability to communicate and participate, and encouraging them to
register to vote and get to the polls on Election Day.

RE-
TE

“Rock the Vote,” 2000, Box 191, Series 9, RG 4, Markle Foundation records, Rockefeller
Archive Center
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What does Rock the Vote want to know from young
people?

+ How are you making change in your community?

e What do you want candidates to know about yourself and
your generation?

s What do you want to see happen in the 21* century?

e What are you going to do to make that happen?

When the story ideas come in. ..

Rock the Vote has partnered with Broadcast News Network to
develop the concept for OUR TURN. BNNTV producers will
contact the young story contributors, learn more about their
stories, and send them cameras to enable them to document
their own stories with their own words and images.

“Rock the Vote,” 2000, Box 191, Series 9, RG 4, Markle Foundation records, Rockefeller
Archive Center
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How will OUR TURN work?
To begin with . ..

Rock the Vote will put out the word that we are looking for
stories of real political power through

» 3 series of four print ads,

e a series of radio spots

e online virtual postcards (to enable young people to invite
their friends to contribute story ideas),

¢ and links from a network partner and Internet portal sites.

—all of which will drive traffic to the Rock the Vote web site.

“Rock the Vote,” 2000, Box 191, Series 9, RG 4, Markle Foundation records, Rockefeller
Archive Center
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GUIDED QUESTIONS
I

DOCUMENT 1

1. Who is Mrs. Sage?

2. How would you describe women'’s suffrage?

DOCUMENT 2

1. How would you define a suffragist?

2. What was Mrs. Sage’s role in women suffrage, and how can you find out more about Mrs.
Sage’s role in women suffrage?

DOCUMENT 3

1. What was the New York State Constitutional Convention?

2. What are some of the qualifications for voting?

DOCUMENT 4

1. What does the acronym VEP stand for?
2. What were some of the VEP's goals?

DOCUMENT 5

1. What was the VEP publicizing?
2. What is the North Carolina study?

DOCUMENT 6

1. What is one of the goals of Rock the Vote?
2. Who is the target audience of the Rock the Vote campaign?

RE:SOURCE




SUGGESTED PRIMARY
SOURCE PROJECTS

PROJECT 1

The students use provided documents to generate a research question

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

e Students will filter through documents to find archival sources of interest
e Students will learn how to develop a research question

e Students will learn about the research process

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. How did you hone your research question?
2. What was the research process like for you?

3. What connections can you make between the documents, daily life, and current issues?

PROJECT 2

The students create an annotated bibliography of primary and secondary sources related to voter education

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

e Students will be introduced to the primary source documents and start to analyze documents
e Students will learn why and how to cite sources

e Students will be introduced to pathfinders (links to useful primary and secondary sources)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What were some useful searching strategies?
2. Why is an annotated bibliography a useful resource?

3. What are some differences between primary and secondary sources?

22
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SUGGESTED PRIMARY
SOURCE PROJECTS

PROJECT 3

The students host a Research Forum where students share their voter education research with their peers

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
e Students will work on close reading, corroborating, and contextualizing primary and secondary sources
e Students will present their research in an organized manner

e Students will learn effective public speaking strategies

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What were some of the tactics used in voter suppression?
2. Describe some of the individuals and organizations involved in voter education.

3. What were some important lessons you took away from your research?

23
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ABOUT US

Marissa Vassari is Archivist and Educator at the Rockefeller Archive Center. She
founded the Archival Educators Roundtable to facilitate communication among
professionals who use primary sources in public outreach and teaching. She holds
a BA in Psychology and Special Education, an MA in Childhood Education, and an
MLIS degree with an Archival Studies specialization.

Elizabeth Berkowitz, MA, PhD, is the 2018-2020 Mellon/ACLS Public Fellow at the
Rockefeller Archive Center, where she works as the Outreach Program Manager
for the Research and Education division. An art historian, Elizabeth has taught
extensively in museums and universities, and has published both popular and
academic articles.
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ABOUT US

RE:source is the digital platform for the Rockefeller Archive Center’s Research
and Education division. RE:source’s stories, photo-galleries, and archival
education teaching materials showcase the many facets of philanthropic
practice—from the fields touched by philanthropic giving, to issues particular to
the philanthropic sector.

The Rockefeller Archive Center (RAC) is a not-for-profit repository and research
center that preserves and makes available for research the records of several
dozen foundations and nonprofit organizations.

In addition to the papers of the Rockefeller family, the RAC's collections
include the records of the Rockefeller Foundation, Ford Foundation, Near
East Foundation, Commonwealth Fund, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Henry
Luce Foundation, W. T. Grant Foundation and many other philanthropic
organizations. The papers of leaders of the philanthropic community, Nobel
Prize laureates, and world-renowned investigators in science and medicine
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CONTACT

RE:source at the Rockefeller Archive Center
15 Dayton Avenue
Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591

resource.rockarch.org

resource@rockarch.org
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