Ethical Inventory Questions

(Derived from Richard Johnson-Sheehan’s Ethical Categories)

1. Discovering values related to personal ethics: What makes for a good
person? Neighbor? Friend? Parent? Sibling?

2. Discovering values related to social ethics of care: How do the people
in the first question show that they care for one another?

3. Discovering values related to social utilitarian ethics: What are some
actions people take to make the world a better place? What makes these
actions good?

4, Discovering values related to social policies/rules: What makes for a
good organization? A school? A church? A corporation? A government?

5. Discovering values related to social rights/laws and rules: What
rights, rules, and laws are important to you as a citizen of the United States?
As a member of this school? As a member of your church? As a member of
your town?

6. Discovering values related to conservation: What do people do to care
for the earth, its air and water, and its plants and animals? What makes
these actions good?

Source: Johnson-Sheehan, Richard. Technical Communication Today. 3rd ed. New York: Pearson,
2010. Print.
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Ethical Question Star for Exploring a Rhetorical Situation

(Derived from Richard Johnson-Sheehan’s Ethical Categories)

What personal
values do |
have that
relate?

What issues of

What

care and .
environmental
tolerance
values relate
relate to my to my topic?
topic? What ethical )
values relate

to my topic?

What personal

What rights

values does
and laws it
my audience
relate to my have that
ic?
topic: relate?

Source: Johnson-Sheehan, Richard. Technical Communication Today. 3rd ed. New York: Pearson, 2010.
Print.
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Read each counterargument. Then write a one-line refutation.
Remember to use a contrasting connection word to begin your
refutation.

1.

Parents of extremely young beauty pageant contestants believe that
these competitive contests help build their children’s confidence.

A majority of health insurance companies do not provide financial
coverage for preventive wellness activities like nutrition management
classes or gym memberships, stating they are too costly to manage.

Opponents of the fast-food ban in high schools insist that students
should have the freedom to eat whatever they wish.

Those who are against mandatory school uniforms say that students
who wear school uniforms cannot express their individuality.

People who illegally download music and movies argue that it should
be legal because it is such a widespread practice and very difficult to
stop.




Name Date
: Questioning the Author
Title:
Goal Questions to guide reading

Identify the author’s
point of view

What are the arguments presented in this article?

Focus on supporting
details

How does the author support the first argument or position?

Focus on supporting
details

How does the author support the second argument or position?

Discuss how the
author presents the
arguments

Did the author explain both positions effectively? Why or why

not?




Name

Class

Developing a Line of Areument

Multiple Perspectives: Point/Counterpoint

Issue or Question:

Perspective of

Perspective of

Point: Counterpoint:
Point: Counterpoint:
Point: Counterpoint:
Point: Counterpoint:
Point: Counterpoint:
Point: Counterpoint:

My own perspective is. . .because. . .

New Yor‘( Citg ]ngormation 510”5 Ber\chmarks




Name Class

CEI: Claim, Evidence and Interpretation

Claim:

Evidence: Examples, quotes, textual references that support the
claim ...

Interpretation: An explanation and/or analysis of the evidence

New York City lmcormation Bcncl’xmark 5‘(1”5 55




Name

Supporting an Opinion

Class

OPINION:

REASONS

EVIDENCE

New York Cit_g |nformation Skills Benchmarks

56




CONCEPT MAP

Name: Date:
Reason #1 Reason #2
My Opinion:
Reason #3 Reason #4

GO.224




MY OPINION

A GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
Name: Date:
My Opinion:
My Reasons:
1.
2.
3.
GO.223




ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING GRAPHIC ORGANIZER- PROS and CONS

TOPIC:

PROS (Arguments FOR the topic)

CONS (Arguments AGAINST the topic)

Your claim:

ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING GRAPHIC ORGANIZER- PROS and CONS

TOPIC:

PROS (Arguments FOR the topic) .

CONS (Arguments AGAINST the topic)

Your claim:
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ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY OUTLINE

TITLE (Main Idea):

PARAGRAPH 1- “THE HOOK”
INTRODUCTION: Introduce your topic (What are the two sides to the argument?)

SIDE 1:

SIDE 2:

*THESIS STATEMENT (What is your opinion?):

PARAGRAPH 2

REASON #1 (Why should someone agree with your opinion?):

SOURCE:

PARAGRAPH 3

REASON #2 (Why should someone agree with your opinion?):

SOURCE:

PARAGRAPH 4

REASON #3 (Why should someone agree with your opinion?):

SOURCE:

PARAGRAPH 5
CONCLUSION (Summarize your thoughts):

RESTATE SIDE 1:

RESTATE SIDE 2:

RESTATE THE 3 REASONS TO AGREE WITH YOU:

OVERALL, WHY IS YOUR THESIS STATEMENT CORRECT?:




Peer Editing Sheet 7 Unit 5, Activity 13, page 134
‘ Argument Essay Outline

‘Writer: Date:

Peer Editor:

Topic:

Answer the following questions. Circle Yes or No. If the answer to any of these questions is No, tell the
writer why and make any suggestions for improvement that you can think of.

1. Is the hook interesting? In other words, does it catch the reader’s attention? Yes No
2. Is the writer’s opinion clear in the thesis statement? Yes No
3. Do the topic sentences in the body paragraphs support the thesis? Yes No
4. In each paragraph, do the suppbrting details relate to the topic sentence? Yes No
5. Are the counterargument and refutation strong? Yes No
6. Does the writer restate the thesis in the conclusion? Yes No

7. The best part of the outline is:

. Questions I still have about the outline:

8 PEER EDITING SHEETS
Copyright © 2014 National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning. Permission granted to photocopy for use in class:




Peer Editing Sheet 8 Unit 5, Activity 15, page 134
" Argument Essay

Writer: Date:

Topic:

1. In a few words, what is the essay about?

Peer Editor:
|

2. Reread the introductory paragraph. Do the ideas progress smoothly from the hook to the thesis

statement? _______ Ifnot, what suggestions for changes would you make to the writer? |

3. Do all the topic sentences supportthe thesis statement? _ Mark any that do not and

write the reason.

4. Look at the supporting details in each paragraph. Are they related to the topic sentence?

If not, underline the details that need revision.

5. Underline any modals. Are must, had better, or should used correctly to assert a point?
Are may, might, could, can, or would used correctly to acknowledge an opposing opinion?

Make suggestions for changes where necessary.

6. Reread the essay and look for any faulty logic. If you find any examples, write them here and

suggest a way to eliminate the faulty logic.

7. Find the paragraph that contains the counterargument and refutation. Is the counterargument
statedclearly?_ Istherefutationstrong?____ Does it make another point
in support of the writersargument?_________ If necessary, suggest changes to the writer to
make the counterargument and refutation more effective.

PEER EDITING SHEETS = 9
Copyright © 2014 National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning. Permission granted to photocopy for use in class.




8. Review the essay for specific information, such as quotes, dates, and statistics. Did the writer give
the source of this informationin theessay? ________ If not, highlight those areas on the writer’s

. draft and write “Need Citation!”

9. Is the conclusion effective, that is, does it restate the thesis and the writer’s opinion?

If not, how can the conclusion be improved?

10 PEER EDITING SHEETS
Copyright © 2014 National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning. Permission granted to photocopy for use in class.
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