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The Nature of Government 
Notes Guide 

The Purposes 
of 
Government 

What Government Does 
 
 
 

→ Karl Marx 
 
 

→ Groups 
 
 

→ Economics 
 
 

→ Social Programs 
 
 

Types of 
Government 

Legitimacy 
 
 
Rule by Man 

→ Citizens  
 
 

→ Absolute ruler 
 
 

o Divine-right 
 
 

→ Monarchy  
 
 

→ Oligarchy 
 
 

o Plutocracy 
 
 

o Aristocracy  
 
 
Rule by Law 

→ Code of law 
 
 

→ Constitutions  
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What is a 
Democracy? 

Madison 
 
 
Greek 
 
 

→ Direct democracy 
 
 
Representative Democracy 
 
 

→ Republic 
 
 
Democratic Centralism 
 
 
 

Democratic 
Values – 
Liberty, 
Equality, 
Justice 

Absolute Monarchs  
 
 
Enlightenment 
 
 

→ Medieval Times 
 
 

→ John Locke 
 
 

→ Montesquieu 
 
 

→ Jacques Rousseau 
 
 
Two Kinds of Balance 

→ Order & Liberty 
 
 

→ Liberty & Equality 
 
 

 


